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Donald J. Blakeslee : Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Lake, Kansas 
(Environmental History Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Holy Ground, Healing Water: Cultural Landscapes at Waconda Lake, Kansas (Environmental History 
Series): 
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. New Ways of Understanding the Native American CultureBy N. 
OdleI have a distinct interest in Kansas Native American culture, and in particular, the story of Waconda Springs. 
Love the research, love the way he describes the way of life that existed for centuries before a European soul stepped 
foot on the plains. This author brings new light to subjects and stories needing to be told. Fascinating!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Lots of HistoryBy KansanMy husband and I were very glad to read about this 
book in the Wichita KS newspaper and wanted to purchase it. His family had connections with Waconda Springs, his 
brother was actually born there! This book goes into so much history that is necessary to preserve. Slow reading that 
you have to digest, very worthwhile.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. five starsBy Blue HillsThe 
book, Holy Ground, Healing Water was a gift for my Husband. He grew up in one of the areas on the trail, and is 
quoted in the book. It was in beautiful condition and came quickly.

Most people would not consider north central Kansas Waconda Lake to be extraordinary. The lake, completed in 1969 
by the federal Bureau of Reclamation for flood control, irrigation, and water supply purposes, sits amid a region 
knownwhen it is thought of at allfor agriculture and, perhaps to a few, as the home of "The Worlds Largest Ball of 
Twine" (in nearby Cawker City).

"A work that conveys an appreciation of the deep background of cultural history and human drama that has surrounded 
the topic site in its regional location through the course of over 11,000 years . . . he has achieved the connection 
between the land and human use of it and regard for it much better than have many other authors who have not had the 
background in American Indian culture history that Blakeslee commands . . . . Blakeslee's work is profound."--Robert 
L. Hall, professor emeritus of anthropology, University of Illionois and author, An Archaeology of the Soul: North 
American Indian Belief and Ritual 


