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Tahir Shah : House of the Tiger King: A Jungle Obsession  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised House of the Tiger King: A Jungle Obsession: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Strange places, not much seen by others through the lens of the 
traveller who can help you thinkBy Steve DiputTahir Shah is just simply incomparable in all his books.He travels to 
unusual places and has unusual insights. Not to be found anywhere else.He may have intuitions about human 
condition, the purpose of our existence in this world similar to his father (Idries Shah) but presented in a different 
format, accessible to people who prefer the travel format to his fathers teaching stories, lectures and QA's.Whomever 
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you choose to read, you will benefit to the degree commensurate with your honest desires to understand yourself.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. GREAT BOOKBy SAMMIETIGERThis is a really great adventure book 
about the search for a long lost city in Peru. Tahir Shah is not only a very smart and resilient man but an excellent 
writer.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Into The Jungle And Back With Tahir Shah.By T.C.House of 
the Tiger King.If you like Victorian explorers or `The Worst Journey In the World by Apsley Cherry-Garrard, you will 
like The House of The Tiger King, I should think.A journey couched in pain: rain like knives, dengue fever, inedible 
food, raw feet, aching muscles and other people's loads. And beset by the hostility any real exploration is likely to 
generate. See Apsley Cherry- Garrard: the best of friends often did not speak to each other for twenty-four hours for 
fear of saying what they should not. Amundsen. Scott. Ranulph Fiennes.What else is this book about?? Lots .... 
whatever is the smallest mathematical measure, not even a glow worm in the dark, seen by me.It has so many entry 
points that it is difficult to be coherent.How about`Don't confess anything they said,' (the Swedes said) `it will blow 
our cover.' Looks like a clue to me.Jungle ballerinas who have become a chain saw gang and are felling the 
environment that gives them life. Sound familiar?Shamans who have diluted their knowledge with clap trap and are 
yet withal charismatic.Guides who know the way but are not going to do all the work for one. Some things have to be 
done for oneself. Dreams of having things handed on a plate; just that, dreams.The frightening Richard (frightened me 
anyway). See Evelyn Waugh in much different circumstances in `Brideshead Revisited'...`I never built anything, and I 
forfeited the right to watch my son grow up. I'm homeless childless middle aged loveless, Hooper.'Alcohol and drugs 
complete the damage.The river itself, the serpent, fighting for its life and the life of others and knocked back again and 
again by the propensities of man; namely, his greed; his animal nature. Human Being, a polite title.Tahir Shah would 
appear to have helpers , his old explorers for one, and huge `more easily seen' enemies embodied in that 
government/oil excavating official.Those pot noodles, what are they? Placebos and a suggestion that anything is magic 
according to what we know and don't know?This is an old explorer's route; lucky even to get to read about 
it.Recommended again and again.

In 1572, the Spanish Conquistadors stormed the Inca stronghold of Vilcabamba in Peru, searching for great golden 
treasure, only to find the city deserted, burned, and already stripped of its wealth. A legend says that the Incas had 
retreated deep into the jungle, where they built another magnificent city in an inaccessible quarter of the cloud-forest. 
And for more than four centuries explorers and adventurers, archaeologists and warrior-priests, have searched for the 
gold and riches of the Incas, and this lost city of Paititi, known by the local Machiguenga tribe as 'The House of the 
Tiger King'. After the lost city obsession had gnawed away at Tahir Shah for almost a decade, he could stand it no 
more. He put together an expedition and set out into Peru's Madre de Dios jungle, the densest cloud forest on Earth. He 
teams up with a Pancho, a Machiguenga warrior who asserts that in his youth he came upon a massive series of stone 
ruins deep in the jungle. Pancho's ambition was to leave the jungle and visit a 'live' bustling city so the two men make 
a pact: if Pancho takes Shah to Paititi, then he will take Pancho to the Peruvian capital. Here is the tale of Shah's 
remarkable adventure to find the greatest lost city of the Americas, and the treasure of the Incas. Along the way he 
considers others who have spent decades in pursuit of lost cities, and asks why anyone would find it necessary to 
mount such a quest at all.

Praise for TRAIL OF FEATHERS: 'Tahir Shah has a talent for inventive and outrageous travelling. He uses a natural 
candour to confront villains, mountebanks, lunatics and murderers, allowing situations to develop which would have 
most of us running and screaming' -- The Spectator 'Tahir Shah is an ideal companion with whom to go looking for 
buried treasure -- adventurous, romantic and irrepressible' -- Praise for IN SEARCH OF KING SOLOMON'S MINES, 
'Simple and elegant, subtly self-deprectaing and often hilarious -- worth its weight in gold' -- Praise for IN SEARCH 
OF KING SOLOMON'S MINES, 'A most extraordinary writer' -- Praise for IN SEARCH OF KING SOLOMON'S 
MINES, 'What give the book a cutting edge, along with the comic-book vivacity of the dialogue, is Shah's brutal 
candour' -- The Independent 'Shah is an uproariously funny writer' -- The New York Times 'The journey is appalling 
and hilarious and full of gems' -- Praise for TRAIL OF FEATHERS, Daily Teleg 'Extraordinary ! One of the most 
surreal -- not to say downright incredible -- works of travel ever published' -- Praise for SORCEROR'S 
APPRENTICE, The Time 'Terrific ! learned, funny and completely spellbinding' -- Praise for SORCEROR'S 
APPRENTICE, Mail on 'Tahir Shah has a talent for inventive and outrageous travelling.' -- Praise for TRAIL OF 
FEATHERS, The Spectat 'Jaw-droppingly, dreadfully funny' -- Praise for IN SEARCH OF KING SOLOMON'S 
MINES,About the AuthorTahir Shah was born into a respected Afghan family and educated in England. He has lived 
in Japan, India, the United States and East Africa, and his books include The Sorcerer's Apprentice, Trail of Feathers, 
Beyond the Devil's Teeth and In Search of King Solomon's Mines. 


