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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A good historical guide to Istanbul, but not the bestBy Diego 
BanducciThis is a good, intelligently written, historical guide for the visitor to Istanbul who wants to venture out from 
the sights in the Sultanhamet area (which this book also covers quite well). Ms. Taylor is knowledgeable, and has a 
dry English sense of humor that sparkles throughout the book.While obstensibly not a walking guide to the city, it is 
structured like one and can easily be used for that purpose.Added features include tours of Iznik (Nicea), Bursa and 
Edirne, interesting places in their own right that are not covered by most other guides.There is another, better edition 
of this book available Imperial Istanbul: A Traveler's Guide (Tauris Parke Paperback). An earlier edition of this book, 
its maps are of higher quality and are easier to read. Be sure to buy that edition and spare yourself some grief. The 
price is roughly the same.All in all, this is a good guide to the city, although a better one is Strolling Through Istanbul 
(1972). I thought it was out of print, but another readr (see Comments, below) tells me that it has been reprinted and is 
available.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Thomas J. BittnerThank you.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. History and beautyBy HelenyThis is a excellent book for who likes history and 
understand what is behind monuments. Istanbul is a wonderful and full of sites city. To know, understand and learn 
choose this an you will be in good company.

Jane Taylor's classic guidebook to Istanbul is acknowledged as the ultimate introduction to the city. It leads travellers 
from the great monuments of Byzantium and early Constantinople to the mosques and palaces built for Suleyman the 
Magnificent and the other Sultans while providing both practical information and a rich historical context. It also 
covers more recent sites: ranging from the mundane (the Galatasaray fishmarket) to the magnificent pavilions and 
villas of late Ottoman times. In addition to Istanbul, the cities of Iznik, Bursa and Edirne are covered in extensive 
detail. Filled with maps, itineraries, plans and descriptions of all the sites that any visitor could hope to see, this is the 
only guidebook that a traveller to Istanbul will ever need.

At last a highly informative but at the same time elegantly written guidebook to one of the most fascinating of the 
world's cities, equally readable on site and in bed. I only wish I had had this book on my first visit to Istanbul; I shall 
certainly never go there again without it.*--John Julius NorwichSplendid erudition the secret of Taylor's book is a 
delightfully lucid style.--David Barchard, The Financial TimesTaylor has impressive historical knowledge and writes 
with elegance. This is a brilliant book about a brilliant city.--Anthony Sattin, Book of the Week, The Sunday TimesAn 
invaluable guide.--The TimesAmong the best guidebooks.--The Sunday TelegraphLet Jane Taylor bring the city to life 
by following the itineraries in the new edition of her unparralleled guide-cum-history book.--Town CountryTaylor's 
book stands out among the Istanbul guides this is clearly one of the best.--Digest of Middle East Studies 


