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Paul Rambali : In the Cities and the Jungles of Brazil before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised In the Cities and the Jungles of Brazil:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An informative travelogueBy Craig Wood"In the Cities and Jungles
of Brazil" is an informative travel ogue covering the author's time spent in Brazil in the 1990s. The book covers various
topics, including palitics, culture, crime, energy, ecology and the many people he met while living there. This book is
interesting to read both for its broad overview of the country, as well asits historical perspective on Brazil's psyche
late in the 20th century.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not recommended.By JayfredNever grabbed
my interest.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great info on Brazil in the form of a personal journeyBy
S. Bennetl loved it. |'ve read dozens of books on Brazil and this was one of the most enjoyable. | learned much about
Brazil through Rambali's story. | recommend it.

The author of French Blues provides a surrealistic study of the richly complex country of Brazil, capturing its teeming
cities, poverty-stricken homeless and luxury highrises, endangered natural resources, death squads, and ethnic
diversity. 10,000 first printing.

From Publishers Weeklyln Rio, we're told here, ahired gun will kill achild for $70; the price for an adult is $250.
Between 1984 and 1989, nearly 1400 minors met violent deaths, most of them 14 to 18 years old, but 59 of them were
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under 10. Crime, poverty and corruption are integral parts of the appallingly poor, fabulously rich, gay, sad, innocent,
decadent, magical and sensuous Brazil scene which Rambali ( French Blues: A Journey in Modern France ) depicts
with affection, horror, intimacy and keen perception. As both ateller of tales and an incisive reporter, he covers the
society across its many tiers, from the Indians of the denuded rain forests to the towers and slums of Rio, its sexual
scene, intellectual and artistic life, festivals, history, politicians, media moguls, criminals and party-goers. Into this
glittering fabric, Rambali weaves his love affair with a Sao Paulo university student and his perceptions of various
friends and acquaintances. No conventional travelogue, thisisavivid profile of avast, complex country. Copyright
1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Kirkus sFrom British writer Rambali, now a Paris-based TV documentary-
maker: avivid and atmospheric portrait of Brazil that unfortunately skates along the surface of its subject. Rambali
conveys some of the sights and experiences of Brazil that escape more ponderous books: the lives of the poor in So
Paulo; the lives and, too often, deaths of the extraordinary number of abandoned young children; ajourney on the
Trans- Highway, built with strategic abandon by the armed forces and still little used; and the smell of Brazil, “"the
hot, sweet smell of baking sugar that wafts from the padarias, the bakeries and the coffee shops; and the smell of
Gasohol, the potent mix of sugar-derived alcohol and gasoline that powers many of the cars.” Rambali aso describes
more customary phenomena--TV, soccer, and the beaches-- and occasionally he finds novel ways to describe what he
sees. Of the proximity of the poor favelas to the city of Rio, he notesthat “"if you want to steal atelevision...you don't
have to ride a bus for three hours." Asfor businesses' learning to cope with inflation, he observes that airline tickets,
which are refundable, have become a good hedge, with the result that empty airplanes take off. Generally, however,
hisinsights are conventional (beyond the modern facades “"liesaraw, wild and still unsettled territory™), and Rambali
apparently chooses not to go deep--asin his dismissal of the complex, subtle, and endlessly fascinating subject of race
relations in Brazil merely with the making of arepeated ironic contrast between the multiracial nature of the country
and its supposed belief that it'sa ™~ white nation." In al, agood guide to how Brazil looks, smells, and feels; not so
good on what makesiit tick. -- Copyright 1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



