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Julian Dowdeswell, Michael Hambrey : Islands of the Arctic  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Islands of the Arctic: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful OceanBy Great PyrBeautiful Photography of an area of 
this planet that few of us will visit. Adequate Maps, a personal complaint I often have of books of this type was a big 
plus. The text provide good understanding of what you are looking at in my opinion. The text runs from Geology to 
flora Fauna as well locals living there and tourist visitors. I recommend this book highly to anyone interested in the 
Arctic Ocean. I finished it with more knowledge about the area and an enjoyable visual experience.7 of 7 people found 
the following review helpful. Never knew a whole lot about this part of the worldBy Mark PietroskiBut now do---this 
is an overview of the islands of the Arctic Ocean, which includes Greenland, Svalbard (Norwegian Territory), the 
Russian Islands, and the Canadian Arctic Archipelgo. As most will probably know, Greenland, the largest Island in the 
world is a world of its own, but who's heard of Baffin Island, as large as Texas; Svalbard, where ther's an international 
effort underway to assemble a seed and tissue bank for the possible salvation of species that may be hard pressed to 
survive the probable effects of global warming.But mostly I enjoyed getting a better look at places way, way off the 
beaten track.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful book of the Arctic islandsBy Michael A. 
DuvernoisThere's not a lot on the Russian islands, but plenty of general information, gorgeous photography, and 
coverage of Ellesmore through Franz Josef. Some of the visits, photos, and information date back to the 1970s and 
1980s, but change is relatively slow up north. Save for the climate change which features prominently in the book, but 
is not the primary theme.
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The Arctic islands are characterized by beautiful mountains and glaciers, in which the wildlife lives in delicate balance 
with its environment. It is a fragile region with a long history of exploration and exploitation that is now experiencing 
rapid environmental change. All of these themes are explored in Islands of the Arctic, a richly illustrated volume with 
superb photographs from the Canadian Arctic archipelago, Greenland, Svalbard and the Russian Arctic. It begins with 
the various processes shaping the landscape: glaciers, rivers and coastal processes, the role of ice in the oceans and the 
weather and climate. Julian Dowdeswell and Michael Hambrey describe the flora and fauna in addition to the human 
influences on the environment, from the sustainable approach of the Inuit, to the devastating damage inflicted by 
hunters and issues arising from the presence of military security installations. Finally, they consider the future 
prospects of the Arctic islands Julian Dowdeswell is Director of the Scott Polar Research Institute and Professor of 
Physical Geography at 0he University of Cambridge. He received the Polar Medal from Queen Elizabeth for his 
contributions to the study of glacier geophysics and the Gill Memorial Award from the Royal Geographical Society. 
He is chair of the Publications Committee of the International Glaciological Society and head of the Glaciers and Ice 
Sheets Division of the International Commission for Snow and Ice. Michael Hambrey is Director of the Centre for 
Glaciology at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth. A past recipient of the Polar Medal, he was also given the Earth 
Science Editors' Outstanding Publication Award for Glaciers (Cambridge University Press). Hambrey is also the 
author of Glacial Environments (British Columbia, 1994).

"Islands of the Arctic is a beautifully illustrated and nicely written account of the varied island environments of the 
polar north...Islands of the Arctic should be part of the required reading for all those interested in understanding the 
environmental and cultural threats facing the Arctic." The Times Higher Education Supplement"A visually stunning 
exploration of the Arctic islands..." Paper Clips"This is indeed a beautiful book, and worth buying for the illustrations 
alone...It is also informative, spanning a broad range of topics to give a comprehensive view of the environment and 
history of these fascinating islands." Bulletin of the American Meterological Society"... a must for any explorer 
interested in the Arctic." The Explorers Journal"Dowdeswell and Hambrey have a way of describing the fascinating 
array of Arctic landforms and coastal phenomena in just enough scientific detail to create a stimulating text that flows 
smoothly around the photographs...the superb text will interest readers from a wide range of backgrounds and 
experiences." Science Books Films"Highly recommended." ChoiceAbout the AuthorDirector of the Scott Polar 
Research Institute and Professor of Physical Geography at the University of CambridgeDirector of the Centre for 
Glaciology and Professor of Glaciology at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth 


