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30 of 30 people found the following review helpful. The Very Best Guide to Istanbul"s Bazaar QuarterBy Tom 
MathewsThe walks in this book will lead you to an enchanted world beyond the noisy hurly burly of Istanbul's 
Covered Bazaar. Ann Marie Mershon and Edda Renker Weissenbacher show you ancient caravan inns, hidden 
courtyards and gardens, the small workshops that still produce fine pieces in gold, silver, and copper along with the 
fascinating people who do the work. Let's face it, the normal tourist trip to the souk is a nightmare of touts, tacky 
goods and astronomical prices. Follow these walks and you will come away with the real Bazaar Quarter, not the 
tourist trap, magical right down to the old Ottoman birdhouses up under the eves. I bought the book before going to 
Istanbul and looked up Ann Marie Mershon when I got there. The guide is the next best thing to walking with her in 
person. No one has done such justice to the Quarter since John Freely's Strolling Through Istanbul. Trust them both 
and you'll be in very good hands.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Essential and wonderful!By 
Autumn SunThis outstanding guidebook introduces travelers to the quiet hidden corners of the Grand Bazaar. It 
includes 4 different walking tours, each with carefully detailed, easy-to-follow instructions for finding the hidden 
alleys that lead into the grand courtyards of Istanbul's hans and bedestenis. Although the walks are centered on the 
Grand Bazaar, each one includes other kinds of sites (such as mosques, museums, tombs etc) on the itinerary, so that 
by the end of your walk, you've seen a great slice of life in that corner of Istanbul. My first day in Istanbul, I went 
shopping at the Grand Bazaar and was overwhelmed by the hustle and bustle. A couple of days later I revisited the 
Bazaar with this book in hand and had a completely different experience. I climbed out-of-the-way stairs to gaze over 
the rooftops of the Bazaar; I found an old Roman fountain; I visited a small local mosque. I had intended to do one of 
the tours that afternoon and then spend the rest of the day doing something else, but I enjoyed it so much I ended up 
doing two tours that afternoon. The book includes helpful historical/cultural references to help you understand the sites 
you're visiting, and also has brief profiles of some of the merchants in the bazaar, so you can appreciate the vast range 
of goods and handicrafts on offer. Can't recommend it enough; I wish there were more books like this.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. This little book is very informative and a great inspiration for my next trip to 
IstanbulBy MEISSOUNThis little book is very informative and a great inspiration for my next trip to 
Istanbul.Unfortunately, in my book (2nd printing, Sept. 2010) the pages 111 to 126 are missing! And that's just one of 
the areas that I was most curious about :-(

Istanbul's bazaar quarter dates back many centuries, and this easy-to-use guidebook will help you discover the markets 
and workshops (hans) of old Constantinople. Many ancient secrets lie behind the crowded tourist areas, and with this 
book you can explore streets known only to the Turks. The book includes four tours, each of which could take you 
from two to eight hours, depending on how deeply you delve into each site. Employ the books maps, photos, and 
historical information as you wander from the Ta Han to the Grand Bazaar and on to the Egyptian Bazaar (Spice 
Bazaar). Each walk includes profiles of artisans you can meet along your way, and you might be rewarded with a glass 
of Turkish tea. Be prepared to be charmed, whether you choose to explore Istanbul's back streets in person or from 
your armchair.

From the Back CoverIstanbul teems with history, architecture, and culture. You'll discover them for yourself as you 
follow these routes through the seldom-explored streets around Istanbul's famous bazaars: The Grand Bazaar and the 
Egyptian Spice Bazaar. Edda Renker Weissenbacher has wandered the bazaar district for decades, amassing a wealth 
of knowledge about these fascinating back streets. Ann Marie Mershon's photos enhance the two authors' detailed 
descriptions of over 80 enchanting sites along these self-guided walks. Follow one or all four--and become familiar 
with the city's historical hans, mosques, and bazaars. Prepare to be beguiled by your excursion into ancient Istanbul. 


