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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Invaluable for beginner travelers, but be sure to get off the beaten 
path...By Pamela OlsonI bought this for my first trip to the Middle East, in the fall of 2003, and I couldn't have been 
happier with it. It tells you everything you need to know as a beginner and a tourist -- it's basically training wheels for 
people who are new to the region, which I definitely needed at the time, and which made traveling, even as a solo 
female, very easy.Of course, once you get used to traveling as a tourist, then the fun really begins. You can start to 
find your own way and go off the beaten track, to the places where few or no guidebooks have anything to say. And 
thank God this guidebook doesn't give away all the secrets of the Middle East, otherwise there would be nothing to 
discover.My trip really began in Amman, Jordan, when I started talking to journalists and foreign aid workers, and 
their stories intrigued me so much, I decided to veer off my intended route and visit the West Bank of the Palestinian 
Territories. I ended up living there two years and writing a book about it (Fast Times in Palestine)!Thanks, Lonely 
Planet, for what you say and what you don't say!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It wasn't perfect 
shape but it gave me the message I was ...By 605*slimIt wasn't perfect shape but it gave me the message I was looking 
for. I think it was priced a little high as it was bought at goodwill for about 20% of what I paid.11 of 12 people found 
the following review helpful. Excellent GuidebookBy CustomerWandering through the bustling Istanbul Grand 
Bazaar, exploring the Syrian desert oasis ruins of Palmyra, feeling like Indiana Jones in front of the amazing rock 
temples and treasuries of Petra, floating along the Nile, and swimming with schools of the most remarkable exotic fish 
in the Red Sea are just a fraction of the adventures to be had while exploring the 'cradle of civilizaion.' Lonely Planet 
once again scores big with a very accurate and informative guidebook that is ESSENTIAL for navigating through this 
region of the world. I used this book as my primary guide along the Istanbul-Cairo route and found its maps, hotel and 
restaurant suggestions, itinerary suggestions, and even bus/train timetables to be right on cue with reality and far more 
informative than its rival guidebook companies. The Istanbul to Cairo overland route is an amazing experience, and 
this book has a great abundance of information about travelling through there. Still, however, I suggest as always 
purchasing LP's individual country books as well, in that they go more into depth. If you are interested primarily in 
travelling though this book's countries (Turkey, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Israel, and Egypt) then I would suggest this 
book over LP's general Middle East book and DEFINITELY over the Let's Go Middle East book, for this edition has 
more maps, accurate info, and details than either of its two rivals. Good luck and safe travels!

Guides the budget traveller along the popular Istanbul to Cairo route covering the Middle East's most fascinating and 
accessible countries - Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel and the Palestinian Territories, and Egypt. Includes up-to-
date information on border crossings, visa formalities and transport options.

'Lonely Planet books speak the language of youthful, independent, tourist-trap-avoiding travellers'-- Sports Illustrated 


