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Lonely Planet, Virginia Maxwell : Istanbul (Travel Guide)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Istanbul (Travel Guide): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Organized wellBy jsI have purchased over 25 LP books for 
international travel over the years, but this is the first city-specific guide I've used. The book is logically organized by 
neighborhood and covers the sights in great detail. We had no problem prioritizing the sights to see based on the 
descriptions and locations. In the front of each neighborhood section there's a 2-3 hour walking itinerary which I found 
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very helpful.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I've had great experience with Lonely Planet in the 
pastBy Mom of FourThe information wasn't up to date. Prices had increased significantly, the museum pass was 
available at different locations and we ended up on a wild goose chase to obtain it, and the public transportation was 
much more widely available than the book suggested. In particular, ferry trips on the Bosphorus and to the Asian side, 
and travel to other places in Turkey, were much easier to arrange and schedule than the book suggested. I've had great 
experience with Lonely Planet in the past, but this book was a dud. We wasted a lot of time and missed out on some 
opportunities because we didn't know where to look.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Useful for 
Planning but Not Much ElseBy James D MolyneuxI might start by admitting that I'm cheap (but please read on before 
you discount my opinion as just someone who wanted something for nothing). I'm cheap. And so when I recently 
travelled on vacation from Los Angeles to Istanbul I bought a minimal number of text messages and voice minutes 
from my mobile provider as a 'just in case'.Seeing as how I wasn't going to have Google Maps at the touch of a button 
on my mobile, I opted to purchase the Lonely Planet Istanbul Guide Book to use with my Kindle (which I feel at least 
partially disguise myself as a tourist since it wasn't obvious that I was looking at a travel guide).The guidebook is very 
well laid-out with chapters devoted to each major area of the city. Each chapter has a nice selection of the big sites that 
you shouldn't miss, a list of restaurants/bars/clubs that the author recommends and a map. Further, many of the big 
sites have small guides of their own to help you navigate them and draw your attention to some of their more 
interesting aspects.From a planning perspective, I thought the book was very useful. Each night (or early morning 
since I never could quite get the hang of adjusting my sleep schedule) I would read about the area of the city I would 
visit next, lay out a plan on which sites I would see and then read about what made those site particularly significant. I 
would look through the restaurant recommendations and pick a few that seemed most appealing and then fall asleep 
(Or head out for those instances when I couldn't sleep).It was then that my enchantment with the book really fell to 
pieces. I didn't find the book to be very clear with how to traverse from one part of the city to the other and the maps 
were utterly useless. The maps in particular were one of my least favorite parts of the book. Restaurants were scattered 
amongst streets that weren't labeled, the restaurants that had earned special mention in the text were no where to be 
found and often the description of where places were located were so poor that I often never found them. Restaurant's 
names in the book were different than the restaurant's name on the building .. it was a mess.While I wish I could say 
you could chalk up my disdain for the maps on my poor navigation skills, I really don't think that was the case. I think 
an extra line or two about restaurant locations, better labeling and updating the venue names would have been a huge 
help and avoided me being so often frustrated with the book.Honestly, I told my partner at one point that if the book 
wasn't on my Kindle that I would hurl it into the river.To conclude, if you're traveling with a data plan, this book 
would be excellent for you. If you're not, I really would recommend looking elsewhere for help.

Lonely Planet: The world's leading travel guide publisher Lonely Planet Istanbul is your passport to all the most 
relevant and up-to-date advice on what to see, what to skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Follow your nose 
to the Spice Bazaar, take in the ancient artistic treasures of Aya Sofya, or visit a hamam for an indulgent steam bath; 
all with your trusted travel companion. Get to the heart of Istanbul and begin your journey now! Inside Lonely Planet 
Istanbul Travel Guide: Full-colour maps and images throughout Highlights and itineraries show you the simplest way 
to tailor your trip to your own personal needs and interests Insider tips save you time and money and help you get 
around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Essential info at your fingertips - including hours of operation, 
phone numbers, websites, transit tips, and prices Honest reviews for all budgets - including eating, sleeping, sight-
seeing, going out, shopping, and hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural insights give you a richer and more 
rewarding travel experience - including customs, history, literature, cinema, architecture, shopping, nightlife, food, 
drink, and more Free, convenient pull-out Istanbul map (included in print version), plus over 20 colour local maps 
Useful features - including Walking Tours, Travel with Children, and Ferry Trips Coverage of Sultanahmet and 
Around, Bazaar District, Western Districts, Beyoglu, Besiktas, Ortakoy, Kurucesme, Uskudar, and more The Perfect 
Choice: Lonely Planet Istanbul, our most comprehensive guide to Istanbul, is perfect for those planning to both 
explore the top sights and take the road less travelled. Looking for just the highlights of Istanbul? Check out Lonely 
Planet's Pocket Istanbul, a handy-sized guide focused on the can't-miss sights for a quick trip. Looking for more 
extensive coverage? Check out Lonely Planet's Turkey guide for a comprehensive look at all the country has to offer, 
or Lonely Planet's Discover Turkey, a photo-rich guide to the country's most popular attractions.Authors: Written and 
researched by Lonely Planet and Virginia Maxwell. About Lonely Planet: Started in 1973, Lonely Planet has become 
the world's leading travel guide publisher with guidebooks to every destination on the planet, as well as an award-
winning website, a suite of mobile and digital travel products, and a dedicated traveller community. Lonely Planet's 
mission is to enable curious travellers to experience the world and to truly get to the heart of the places they find 
themselves in. TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice Awards 2012 and 2013 winner in Favorite Travel Guide category 
'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's on everyone's 
bookshelves; it's in every traveller's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet. It's everywhere, and it's telling 
entire generations of people how to travel the world.' - Fairfax Media (Australia) 



About the AuthorVirginia Maxwell knows exactly why Istanbul has been called the city of the world's desire, as she 
desires nothing more than to return and sample its manifold delights again and again. With her partner Peter and young 
son Max, she has tramped its cobbled streets, explored its bazaars and marvelled at the friendliness and good humour 
of its locals. With good friends Jill, Kate, Catherine, Dave and Janet she's checked out bars, relaxed in cay bahcesis 
(tea gardens) and eaten trayloads of meze; and with sister Elizabeth she's hopped on and off ferries, eaten lokum 
(Turkish delight) and watched dervises whirl. 


