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6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Comparing the Berlitz and Barron's Phrase BooksBy Not my dogI 
bought both the Berlitz and Barron's phrase books. This review is a comparison of the two.They are both small enough 
to fit in a pocket. The Berlitz is 220 pages, the Barron's 320 pages -- the Barron's is marginally thicker. The Berlitz 
page seems slightly denser, with more lines per page, although I believe the font sizes used are almost identical 
(Berlitz sans serif (Arial-like), Barron's serif (Roman-like). The Barron's comes with a plastic cover which seems 
durable. Both are sorted into sections, for example, travel, eating out, etc. Berlitz has a 12 page menu reader. The 
Barron's covers a little more in 26 pages, including a guide to regional specialties. Barron's has a 47 page Italian-
English and English-Italian dictionary. Berlitz is about the same. Both show Italian pronunciations in a phonentically 
English spelling. Barron's has a larger section on Italian grammar. Both have a good table of contents; only Barron's 
has an index as well. One small complaint with the copy of the Berlitz I received -- the print flows into the gutter (the 
spine of the book) too far, so that one has to really bend open the book to read the entire line. I think this will make the 
book fall apart sooner. One small complaint with the Barron's -- in a few cases they print black font on a dark color 
background for page headings (e.g., "Telling Time," "Months of the Year") which makes the headings difficult to 
read.They are very comparable and both will do the job. Both can server not only as a travel guide, but also as a 
vocabulary builder for an Italian class. My overall impression is that the Barron's is marginally better.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. The phrase/ Dictionary book is great!!By cynthia ramirezThe phrase/ Dictionary 
book is great!!!! I was just hoping that the pronunciation tape cassette would come with it as Barron's useto sell it0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. good referenceBy LaiThis is a very good reference if you're looking for a 
quick translation. It is light and easy to carry around with you but some of the translations are not completely correct 
so be careful! Great for general information like numbers and simple questions/answers.

Designed primarily for international business and vacation travelers, this language phrasebook presents more than 
1,500 words and expressions in both English and Italian. Phrases are the kind to help travelers make themselves 
understood in hotels, airports, train stations, restaurants, shops, and other places they are likely to visit as tourists or 
international business travelers. All of the newly revised At a Glance phrasebooks have useful city maps, updated 
information on train systems and timetables, availability of ATMs and faxes in major foreign cities and towns, and of 
course, countless helpful words and phrases in both languages.

Language NotesText: English, Italian 


