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John Francis Hughes : Nobody Rides for Free: A Drifter in the Americas  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nobody Rides for Free: A Drifter in the Americas: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good airport readBy Dave the RaveAs T.S. Elliot once said, the 
joy of going on a trip was finding out, upon your return, that you have been someplace else.As interesting as I found 
the author's trip to SA, his description of his return to the USA was more interesting. His comments about traveling in 
the third world, turning other people's lives into tourist attractions, were well taken.I think anybody who has done 
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much touring on a bike will enjoy this book.djc0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book for 
anyone who has travelled through the Americas' on a wing and a prayer.By Roberta FischerWell written, a great read 
for anyone who is considering travelling through the Americas' and willing to take in the experiences and challenges 
this writer contends with during his travels....written with rye humor and wit. The author takes no prisoners regarding 
his descriptive oration concerning his experiences and the often interesting and even bizzare characters he 
encounters.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Captivated in LouisianaBy Louisiana ContractorThis 
book kept me captivated. It was a "what the heck" is going to happen next to this reckless, often unwise,but always 
adventurous bicycle pilgrim. I felt that I was riding along with him in his effort to shake his demons. The efforts of the 
author will make you laugh and often make you wince. A must read if you have any wonderlust in your soul.

Literary Nonfiction. Travel. Memoir. NOBODY RIDES FOR FREE: A DRIFTER'S GUIDE TO THE AMERICAS 
chronicles former bike courier John Hughes's rambles through Latin America on a bicycle. In this gripping mosaic-
travelogue, readers are introduced to banditos, artists, grifters, would-be wives, dope fiends and attacking monkeys: a 
cast of characters who conspire to reduce him to alcoholic destitution. His last remaining $400 is spent sailing the 
Amazon, flying to Miami, and then hitchhiking across some of the most frightening highways in the United States 
with the goal of making it safely home to Vancouver. Throughout his adventures we learn about con-artistry, fear, and 
kindness set against the imposing backdrop of everything we think we know about the Americas. NOBODY RIDES 
FOR FREE sheds light on obscure 1990s road culture while gearing itself to the needs of anyone with a desire to run 
from their demons on the open road.

About the AuthorJohn Hughes was born June 22, 1970. He is a longtime bike courier, reporter, adventurer, and now 
first time author. Reporting gigs at CBC and at Co-op Radio in Vancouver sharpened his pencil to a fine enough point 
that writing NOBODY RIDES FOR FREE became inevitable. Traveling across India, riding boxcars across the United 
States and working alongside the strangest people in the world have primed the powder keg for another swath of 
unusual chapters. 


