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“Alice Rothchild takes us on an extraordinary
journey indo the heart and soul of Palestinian Iife,
Her observatons are poetic and her analysis acute,
She creates a shared understanding between the
reader and the people she wriles abaut that cannot
be forgotten. Exquisitely rendered.”
—SARA ROY
Cearer Tor Middle East Studieas,
Harvard University
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Alice Rothchild : On the Brink: Israel and Palestine on the Eve of the 2014 Gaza Invasion before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised On the Brink: Israel and Palestine on the
Eve of the 2014 Gaza Invasion:
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Sensitive empathic observerBy Carolyn N. RosensteinDr. Rothchild
is a sensitive empathic observer of lifein the West Bank and Israel just before the Protective Edge massacre in Gaza.2
of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Azlina Abdul AzizLoveit!1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Israel's military occupation of Palestine is "the worst occupation in history."By Richard
Baldwin Cookln this brief, insistent, moral appeal, Alice Rothchild gives personal testimony to a central assertion:
Israel's military occupation of Palestineis "the worst occupation in history."Based on this (and other) reports, | look at
the rationale of the unending military occupation of Palestine and conclude: Zionism is the grinning face of anti-
Semitism in our time.Not the critics of Zionism but it's adherents and bloody practitioners, who are succeeding in
hollowing out a respectable and respected religion.Alice Rothchild raises her own but also the voice of Palestinians
against the racist co-optation of Judaism. It remains to be seen whether there are enough allies to reverse this
Catastrophe, this Nakba.Zionism is arecently minted coinage of counterfeit design. A political program hatched in
nineteenth century Europe, Zionism is amixture of pretentionsto racial purity and ethnic sovereignty. Its target
became a Middle Eastern one: the indigenous population of Palestine, whose gravest offense isto be in the way, to
exist upon coveted terrain.In an unconvincing appeal to victimhood, Zionism claims to justify Israel's relentlessly
pressed program of erasure of a defenseless people and the extinction of their ancient culture.Alice Rothchild, M.D.,
listens to the first circle of victims, the people of Palestine.Under Military Occupation, sorrow and |oss threaten to
renew and repeat themselves at any moment. There is no escape.And no-escape was the objective. Raphael Eitan,
Chief of Staff of the Israeli Defence Forces spelled it out: "When we have settled the land, al the Arabswill be able to
do about it will be to scurry around like drugged cockroaches in abottle.” (New York Times, 14 April 1983).An
unending occupation means. |oss becomes depression, sadness becomes hel plessness, abuse becomes self-destruction,
remembered assaults becomes escapes into addiction, physical injury inflicted upon you becomes injuries you inflict
upon the innocent in your care.ls American Judaism ON THE BRINK of taking to heart thiswarming from Alice
Rothchild? Is American Judaisn and the rest of us ready to denounce and thereby end the military Occupation of
Palestine? Or, are we all on the brink of falling into the abyss, dug before our indifferent steps by the reckless, nuclear
weaponized, impossibly arrogant spectre of unrestrained zealotry?Alice Rothchild gives an honest report of what she
has seen and heard in Occupied Palestine. Is this enough? Will enough of usread, listen, act?

On the Brink is a compelling collection of short essays that chronicle afact-finding and solidarity visit the author
made to the West Bank and Israel during the last three weeks of June 2014. Physician, author, filmmaker, and
longtime activist Alice Rothchild uses her powers of careful observation and her deep understanding of the
conseguences of racism and occupation to craft alively, honest, heart breaking collection of reports from the field. On
the Brink documents stories and lives that seldom make the evening news, but that are essential to understanding the
context in which that news occurs.

About the AuthorAlice Rothchild is a Boston-based physician, author, activist, and filmmaker. She has written and
lectured extensively on many topics including the health and human rights effects of the Israeli occupation. Her
previous work includes the book Broken Promises, Broken Dreams: Stories of Jewish and Palestinian Trauma and
Resilience (Pluto Press 2007) and the documentary film, Voices Across the Divide (2013).



