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One Thousand Roads to Mecca: Ten Centuries of Travelers Writing About the Muslim Pilgrimage:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy rhamidThisis agreat book, rich in history. Gives going
to Hajj ahistorical perspective0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John HealeyAn amazing
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chronical of the battle to reach Mecca. Highly recommend.10 of 12 people found the following review helpful. It was
wonderful! By Jasenl found this book to be wonderful. | enjoyed it alot. It really has showen change in the pilgrimage.
| would recomend the book for Muslims, like my self and non- Muslims alike.

The Hadj, or pilgrimage to Mecca, has long been a central tenet of the Muslim religion and has, as well, fascinated
Western adventures enchanted by the holy city's mystery and hostility toward nonbelievers. One Thousand Roads to
Mecca collects significant texts from the last ten centuries by writers from the East and West including I bn Battuta,
whose Travels is the most famous adventure book of Arabic literature; Ali Bey al-Abbasi, a nineteenth-century
Spanish Muslim; Sir Richard Burton, who daringly entered the city in disguise; and Malcolm X. Part travelogue, part
history, part holy literature, this diverse anthology will appeal to anyone interested in one of the most influential cities
in human history.

.com A journey to Mecca, the Hgjj, is one of the Five Pillars of 1slam, an undertaking that every Muslim should
attempt at least once in his or her life. By leaving their homes and possessions and taking to the road to travel to the
birthplace of Islam, Muslims are reminded that all humans are equal before God. It's no wonder, then, that the Hajj has
been a central theme of Islamic travel-writing since the 7th century, A.D. One Thousand Roads to Meccaisa
collection of more than 20 accounts of the Hajj spanning ten centuries. The writers collected in this anthology reflect
the geographic diversity of 1slam. These pilgrims come from all over the world: Morocco, India, Persia, England,
Italy, and the United States. They travel by boat and camel, on foot and horseback and, most recently, by airplane;
many suffered all the hardships and dangers attached to along pilgrimage of months or even years through deserts and
over mountains, across lands populated by brigands and thieves. But along with the hazards are descriptions of of
Cairo and Damascus at the height of their glory during the medieval period and anecdotes and observations that render
the cosmopolitan nature of the pilgrims. In addition to the writings of Muslim pilgrims, there are also several accounts
by non-Muslim westerners who, by hook or by crook, gained access to the forbidden city of Mecca and then wrote
about it. One Thousand Roads to Mecca is both classic travel literature at its best and awonderful introduction to the
tenets and practices of a frequently misunderstood religion.From Library Journal An American convert to |slam, Wolfe
(The Hadj: An American's Pilgrimage to Mecca, LJ 8/93) has collected excerpts from the accounts of two dozen
pilgrims to Mecca over a span of 1000 years. Islam isthe only world religion that requiresits followers, if they are
able, to undertake a pilgrimage at least once. Through detachment from his or her environment and travel to the
birthplace of Islam, and through the subsuming of race and class during the ceremonies, the Muslim experiences a
sense of the unity of all humanity and a sense of religious commonality and personal humility before God. Wolfe does
an exemplary job of detailing the ceremonies performed at Mecca and the reasons behind them. The chosen excerpts
give readers a sense of how the hgjj has changed over time as well as how constant the central ceremonies have
remained. Works like this help both the student and the general reader gain a better understanding of this remarkable
faith. Highly recommended for academic and large public libraries.?Robert J. Andrews, Duluth P.L., Minn.Copyright
1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. "A tradition of Muslim writing aimed at the insiders and out." The Boston
Globe"Wolfe does an exemplary job of detailing the ceremonies performed at Mecca and the reasons behind them.
The chosen excerpts give the readers a sense of how the hgjj has changed over time as well as how constant the central
ceremonies have remained. Highly recommended.” Library Journal (starred review)"A first-rate addition to a spiritual
library." Los Angeles Times' Serves as an excellent introduction to areligion, people, culture, and philosophy." Santa
Cruz Sentinel



