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Kaylene Johnson-Sullivan, Ray Bane : Our Perfect Wild: Ray Barbara Bane's Journeys and the Fate of Far 
North  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Our Perfect 
Wild: Ray Barbara Bane's Journeys and the Fate of Far North: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a wonderful story told by a wonderful writer that I admireBy 
Donna M. FlemingThis is a wonderful story told by a wonderful writer that I admire. She lives and loves her own 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1602232784


story and I hope she shares it someday. Kaylene shows me a love of the wild, a love of the outdoors that was not part 
of my growing up. I have used her books as gifts so others may see her admiration for the state she adopted and enjoy 
it with her as I have.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerCan't believe what the 
author and his wife went through4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Went to high school with Ray. 
Early facts of ...By FredWent to high school with Ray. Early facts of his life are correct. He and Barbara are special 
folks who have made a profound impact on leaders and common folks.

Ray and Barbara Bane worked as teachers in Barrow and Wainwright, Alaska, in the early 1960sbut they didnt simply 
teach the children of their Iupiat Eskimo and Koyukon friends and neighbors: they fully embraced their lifestyle. 
Doing so, they realized how closely intertwined life in the region was with the land, and, specifically, how critical 
wilderness was to the ancient traditions and wisdom that undergirded the Native way of life. That slow realization 
came to a head during a 1,200-mile dogsled trip from Hughes to Barrow in 1974a trip that led them to give up teaching 
in favor of working, through the National Park Service, to preserve Alaskas wilderness. This book tells their story, a 
tale of dedication and tireless labor in the face of suspicion, resistance, and even violence. At a time when Alaskas 
natural bounty remains under threat, Our Perfect Wild shows us an example of the commitmentand lovethat will be 
required to preserve it.

With her characteristic poise and brevity, distinguished Alaskan journalist Kaylene Johnson chronicles the Banes story 
of environmental gumption in the wilderness. . . . As her narrative gallops into environmental controversies, it shines 
with Johnsons insight and intelligence. 


