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Ray Mears, LarsFlt : Out on the Land: Bushcraft Skillsfrom the Northern Forest before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Out on the Land: Bushcraft Skills from the Northern
Forest:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Read it!By CustomerWhat a great read! | thoroughly enjoyed it!0 of
0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Blaine VachonAwesomel of 1 people found the following
review helpful. Fine Photos Tell The How-Tao's; Up to the Moment Gear and Technical InformationBy James
EllsworthThis book begins with afine essay with photos about the contemporary life of First Nations peopleliving in
the North Woods around the globe. The chapter makes the point that 'survival' tests for us are daily life skills by which
these people live and thrive. Ray Mears and Lars Falt offer up-to-date information on both summer and winter
camping skills and a good selection of associated tools and products. Even some basic food products and recipes are
included. Generally fine step-by-step how to do it color photographs lift this work above earlier and very fine
camping/wilderness guides from the past. | have owned, read and applied parts of those fine guides from the likes of
'Nessmuk' and Horace Kephardt up through the 1970's and 1980's authors who have earned their own ardent followers.
The color photos here are the best | have seen on knot tying. | never did take to even the best-illustrated drawings
because it was difficult to tell one rope from another and which loop went over and which bight went under. These
clear photos, yes even using red and blue rope, are the best | have seen. The section on the finer points of straight knife
and crooked knife and of belt axe use are superlative examples of technique as transmitted in words and photos. | have
never seen better step-by-step instruction on cutting, techniques for blade control, which muscles to use for what
cuts...thisis OUTSTANDING information for beginners and for those of us who probably have 'never got it
right.'Mears and Falt love the 'Boreal Forest' but, aside from extreme winter outdoor living, about 80 percent of the
content hereis highly usable for any outdoorsman. Suggestions for matching clothing and clothing materialsto
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summer and winter climates are generally applicable. First aid and emergency medical advicein thewild is'decent’ if
not encyclopedic. Navigation by map and compass are clearly covered since the authors have military and training
experience...plus modern ideas of GPS systems and products are addressed. Knife and axe and saw suggestions skew
toward fine Finnish, Norwegian, Canadian and Swedish makers...but they are among the best choices for any of us
'Outers who want to go into the woods today. Sufficient attention is also given to the mechanical needs/maintenance
needs of snowmobiles in the wild since they are being increasingly used for winter access to outdoor living in the Far
North.Canoe travelersin Minnesota's Boundary Waters, back country skiers and snowmobilers, mobile big game
huntersin the North will benefit hugely from this up-to-date treatment of a'pioneering’ subject.

"Fifty yearsinto my life journey | realise that; while | love remote wild places and the peoples | meet there, itisin
foreststhat | find the greatest joy. Of all the foreststhat | have explored, it isthe great circumpolar Boreal forest of the
North that callsto me most. Here is alandscape where bush knowledge really counts and where experience counts
even more. . . Thisbook has been thirty years in the making."Out on the Land is an absorbing exploration of, and
tribute to, the Boreal forest of the North: itslandscape, its people, their cultures and skills, the wilderness that
embodiesit, and itsimmense beauty. The book is vast in scope and covers every aspect of being in the wildernessin
both winter and summer (clothing, kit, skills, cooking, survival), revealing the age-old traditions and techniques, and
how to carry them out yourself. It also includes case studies of early explorers, aswell as modern-day adventurers who
found themselves stranded in the forest and forced to work out away to survive.So much more than a bushcraft
manual, this book goes deeper, to the traditions and cultures that gave us these skills, aswell as focusing on the detail
itself. Ray and Lars's practical advice iswound around a deep love for the forest, respect and admiration for the people
who live there and sheer enjoyment of the stunning scenery.

"Substantial in size and content and clearly designed to both inform and inspire.. . . if you can hold back from buying
this book for yourself straight away, then it's definitely one for the Christmas list.” - Bushcraft Magazine"A must-read
for those venturing into the Far North." - Milbry C. Polk, Explorer's Journal"A superb 335-page book, with great
photos, and absolutely packed with facts and practical bushcraft advice." - Countryside Magazine'Bushcraft tales and
tipsin a beautifully photographed book." - BBC Countryfile" Stunning photographs.” - Mail on Sunday"Easy to read,
comprehensive in its information, and packed full of brilliant photography." - Adventure Travel magazine"A great
read." - Camping CaravanningAbout the AuthorRay Mears is recognized worldwide as an authority on bushcraft and
survival. He has al'so become a household name through his TV seriesincluding Tracks, World of Survival, and The
Real Heroes of Telemark. Lars Flt is the founder of the Swedish Army Survival School, lectures on survival
worldwide, and has written 10 books on wilderness living skills. Ray and Lars have worked together for more than
twenty years teaching survival in Arctic Lapland some 200km north of the Arctic Circle.



