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John W. Hessler : The Naming of America: Martin Waldseemuller's 1507 World M ap and the Cosmogr aphiae
Introductio before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Naming of America: Martin Waldseemuller's 1507 World Map and the Cosmographiae Introductio:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy SergeyTall isfine9 of 10 people found the following
review helpful. Naming of AmericaBy weeping realistWonderful complement to Toby Lester's Fourth Part of the
World. The Line of Demarcation was just atemporary fix. Political pressure won and, had it not been for this single
map, Americawould be called Columbial This book has the 12 sections of the original map that appeared in as a book,
with explanations of 3 dimensional projections (these will be familiar to astronomers).Latin to English translations of
the original instructions (only the elite could afford such a book with maps) are very helpful.l cannot wait to see the
original displayed at the Library of Congress. Until then, this book is a nice substitute.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Michelle CulbertWhat a great history lesson. | learned alot and quite
interesting.

This new book features afacsimile of the 1507 World Map by Martin Waldseemller the first map ever to display the
name America and tells the fascinating story behind its creation in 16th-century France and rediscovery 300 years later
in the library of Wolfegg Castle, Germany, in 1901. It aso includes a completely new translation and commentary to
Martin Waldseemller and Matthias Ringmanns seminal cartographic text, the Cosmographiae Introductio, which
originally accompanied the World Map.John Hessler considers answers to some of the key questions raised by the
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maps representation of the New World, including How was it possible for a small group of cartographersto have
produced aview of the world so radical for itstime and so close to the one we recognize today?; and What evidence
did they possess to show the existence of the Pacific Ocean when neither Vasco Nnez de Balboa nor Ferdinand
Magellan had yet reached it?. There are no easy answers, and yet, as this fascinating book reveals, this group of
unknowns created some of the most important maps in the history of cartography, and afford us a glimpse into an age
when accepted scientific and geographic principles fell away, spawning the birth of modernity.



