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From Center for American Places at Columbia C : The New Road: I-26 and the Footprints of Progress in 
Appalachia (Center Books on the American South)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The New Road: I-26 and the Footprints of Progress in Appalachia (Center Books on the 
American South): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The good and bad of progress.By TC IN ETNWe lived in Madison 
County, NC when this road was being built. It certainly changed the lives of many people who lived in and around to 
route this road took1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. to appreciate the intense work and dedication 
required from the author over many years to document the completion of this sectioBy Tebone BuddyHaving driven I-
26 from Johnson City, TN, to Asheville, NC, many times, my family greatly loves this book. However, to appreciate 
the intense work and dedication required from the author over many years to document the completion of this section 
of a beautiful drive, you do not need to have ever been in the southeast.The pictures and personal interviews with the 
residents are such great parts of the story-telling.

Rob Ambergs examination of the construction of a nine-mile section of Interstate 26 is a moving study of the effect of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1930066678


road building on landscape and culture. In 1994, Amberg began documenting the progress of the largest earth moving 
project in state history through the most rural and rugged reaches of Madison County, North Carolina. Using oral 
histories, narrative writing, and photographs, The New Road explores the inherent tensions and contradictions faced 
by an Appalachian community trying to balance progress and preservation.

"Madison County, in the deep mountains of western North Carolina, has been one of those 'pockets' whose poverty the 
federal government tried to eliminate. One means of elimination was to build through it Interstate 26, connecting this 
remote culture to the rest of the contemporary world. But at what cost? The New Road, Rob Ambergs powerful oral 
history and photographic document, does not answer this question but displays it in an ambiguous and dramatic 
light."Fred Chappell, Poet Laureate of North Carolina, 19972002 


