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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For Those who Love Ice-bound SeasBy Jon TurkTony Sopers The 
Northeast Passage, is an indispensable, thorough, and enjoyable, first and only guidebook to the lands, people, history, 
seas, and wildlife of Russias arctic coastline. The Northeast Passage, which took many decades, many ships, and many 
lives to navigate, and now is done routinely in a few weeks, is an oft forgotten part of global history. Today, as global 
warming melts arctic ice, this passage is rapidly becoming an integral part of modern commerce. From polar bears to 
shipwrecks, from Age of Discovery to the 21st century, those of us who are lucky enough to sail these seas, or those of 
us who are lucky enough to be fascinated by them from afar, will cherish this long-awaited book.

The seas and islands of the Siberian Arctic are a serious challenge to the navigator, but powerful icebreakers have 
opened the way to the Northeast Passage, a region which is home for a world-beating range of superb animals. Polar 
bears and walrus are common, some of the worlds rarest birds are everyday sightings, some of the seabirds breed here 
in uncountable numbers. The islands are largely unexplored and scenically magnificent, a magnet for expedition 
vessels and adventurous tourists.

About the AuthorTony Soper is a naturalist with an infectious enthusiasm for seagoing birds, seals and whales. After a 
first career as a wildlife film maker for the BBC's Natural History Unit he now travels the world in search of 
wilderness islands and their wildlife. Long regarded in Britain as 'Mr Birdwatch', his fourteen books include 
monographs on Owls and Penguins; his back-garden Bird Table Book is an international best-seller and his field 
guides to the Arctic and the Antarctic are in every polar travellers baggage. He has presented many television films for 
BBC and National Geographic. But in a parallel career he was one of the pioneers of expedition cruising, with over 
forty years of experience running small vessels on birding cruises as well as lecturing on everything from seaside 
tripper-boats to the largest and grandest cruise ships. He is an enthusiastic diver and small-boat sailor. He holds an 
honorary doctorate from the University of Plymouth and is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. His wife 
Hilary is a geographer and painter; they have two sons, one a seagoing expedition leader, the other a BBC producer 


