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D. Hupchick, H. Cox : The Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas of Eastern Europe  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas of Eastern 
Europe: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Delivers the goodsBy Barton CramerI purchased this as a prelude to 
a tourist trip to Southeastern Europe -- territory that was behind the Iron Curtain during much of my life. It is also 
territory with a turbulent and confusing history, and many ethnic and religious rivalries. I found this Palgrave 
Historical Atlas to be at an ideal level to serve as an introduction to the geography, demographics, and history of this 
region, although I confess I remain overwhelmed by the details. Nevertheless, the text accompanying the many maps 
is generally well-written, and the maps are simplified and generalized to an appropriate degree to convey the territorial 
struggles and other spatial patterns without becoming overly confusing (all maps feature black white lines with 
multiple shades of green used to portray areas of interest). As the authors state, boundaries were often fuzzy and 
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shifting in this area where Muslims and Christians of various persuasions struggled for power and control at both local 
and regional scales. Indeed, a watershed struggle over Muslim / Christian dominance in Europe was played out on this 
Eastern margin, as it was in Spain and southwestern France in the West. The authors are to be complemented in 
maintaining a carefully neutral tone, while at the same time not stinting in their descriptions of the often arbitrary and 
ill-advised political and military decisions that have led to today's still somewhat unsettled national boundaries.For the 
information of prospective purchasers, this atlas deals with the swath of Eastern Europe from Poland in the north 
through the current countries of The Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Hungary, to the Balkans and Greece in the south, 
plus Romania and Bulgaria on the coast of the Black Sea. Germany, Russia, and Turkey, all key external players, are 
only portrayed and discussed along their respective bordering lands.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Perhaps the best single introduction and overview to the history and politics ...By Aramis ThomasPerhaps the best 
single introduction and overview to the history and politics of that region. (Others are good, but I found this was the 
most useful.) When I need to refresh my memory, I find myself reaching for this book first.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great ResourceBy Fred B. NewbyA wonderful resource for those of us who start with little 
background in the history of Eastern Europe.

The Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas of Eastern Europe is a lucid and authoritative guide to a full understanding of 
the complicated history of Eastern Europe. Addressing the need for a comprehensive map collection for reference and 
classroom use, this volume includes fifty two two-colour full page maps which are each accompanied by a facing page 
of explanatory text to provide a useful aid in physical geography and in an area's political development over time. The 
maps illustrate key moments in East European history from the Middle Ages to the present, in a way that is immediate 
and comprehensible. Lecturers and students will find it to be an indispensable and affordable classroom and reference 
tool, and general readers will enjoy it for its clarity and wealth of information.

'...a useful text and library reference. Hupchick's descriptions are lucid, and Cox's cartography is clear and well-
coordinated with the narrative...a crucial publication on East Central Europe and the Balkans that can serve as a 
supplemental volume or stand alone as a short text.' - Nationalities Papers '...a valuable tool for the classroom and the 
general public.' - MultiCultural '...a well organized, easy-to-use set of fifty maps...well-written...A welcome 
publication. . .' - Choice '...an admirable summary of the history of the area, tracing the complex ethnic and cultural 
interactions of the peoples of Eastern Europe. It also offers an excellent background for the understanding of the 
current problems experienced in the region...Recommended for collections of all types...' - BooklistAbout the 
AuthorDENNIS P. HUPCHICK is an Associate Professor of History at Wilkes University, Pennsylvania, where he 
also directs the East European and Russian Studies Program. He is the author of Conflict and Chaos in Eastern Europe 
(SMP, 1995), Culture and History in Eastern Europe (SMP, 1994), co-author of The Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas 
of Eastern Europe (Palgrave, 2001), author of The Balkans (Palgrave, 2001), and The Bulgarians in the Seventeenth 
Century (1993).HAROLD E. COX is Professor and Chair of the Department of History at Wilkes University, 
Pennsylvania. He is the former editor of Pennsylvania History and has written extensively on the history of urban 
transportation and the development of inner cities in the nineteenth century. He has created historical maps for various 
publications since the early 1950s. 


