(Read ebook) The Pipestone Wolves. The Rise and Fall of a Wolf Family

The Pipestone Wolves: The Rise and Fall of a Wolf Family

Gnther Bloch
audiobook | *ebooks | Download PDF | ePub | DOC

e

THE -

PIPESTONE
WOLVES

The Rise and Fall of a Wolf Family

DOWNLOAD ™ READ ONLINE

#1227688 in Books 2016-09-200riginal language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.60 x 1.10 x 11.10I, .0 #File Name:
1771601604192 pages | File size: 45.Mb

Gnther Bloch : The Pipestone Wolves: The Riseand Fall of a Wolf Family before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Pipestone Wolves. The Rise and Fall of a Wolf Family:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy NellBeautiful bookO of O people found the following
review helpful. Stunning photography!!!By Donna ZieglerTo be honest, | haven't read it yet, but | did flip through the
whole book!! The photography isamazing!!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JohnGreat
read, very informative, and beautiful pictures!

In the winter of 20082009, a new wolf family from the Pipestone Valley suddenly appeared in the Bow Valley of
Banff National Park, taking up residence alongside the Bow Valley wolf family that had ruled there for over a decade.
Within ayear, these new wolves had eliminated the Bow Valley wolves and established a dominance that would last
for five yearsin the heart of Canadas most famous national park.As the climactic chapter in a twenty-year
observational study of wolvesin Banff National Park, internationally respected wolf behavior expert Gnther Bloch and
widely renowned wildlife photographer John E. Marriott followed the Pipestones through the trials and tribulations of
raising their family in one of the worlds most heavily visited national parks.Blochs work involved patient, time-
consuming observations day after day for five consecutive years, resulting in matchless ecological and behavioral
insights that go beyond the usual information that comes from studying wild wolves using telemetry and radio
collaring. Bloch outlines the differences between awolf pack and awolf family, he describes A- and B-type
personalities in wolves and how thisimpacted survival rates of the Pipestone pups and yearlingsin the Bow Valley.
He also details the three societal types of wild wolves, debunking the age-old myth of a pecking order from alphas to
omegas, based on what he was able to observe in person with these wild wolves.Throughout the book, Bloch and
Marriott describe some of the incredible wolf behavior they were fortunate enough to witness as part of the study.
They watched ayearling female called Blizzard play with a mouse in the middle of the road for twenty minutes one
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frigid winter morning and saw the family playing tug-of-war one afternoon with a pair of mens boxer shorts. The most
interesting observation was near the end of the familys dominance when ayearling named Y uma brought food
repeatedly to ayoung pup called Sunshine that had suffered a broken leg after getting hit by atrain. Sunshine lived on
to become the last surviving member of the family.The book chronicles not only the rise of the Pipestones and how
they established and maintained dominance in the valey, but also how an increase in mass tourism in Banff led to a
decrease in prey density for the Pipestones, which in turn led to the wolves changing their hunting strategies and
expanding their summer range. Bloch explains how the Pipestones faced an inevitable fall from the top as pressure
from eager wolf watchers increased exponentialy in the park at the same time the Wolves prey base was shrinking
rapidly. Combining these influences with other factors like rail mortality and old age, Bloch and Marriott knew the end
was near for the Pipestones.The authors conclude with insights into how wolf and wildlife management in Banff
National Park can improve. They outline steps Parks Canada should be taking to deal with the human management
problemsthat arereally at the core of the wildlife issuesin the park. They also discuss whether we can continue to
maintain a balance between ecological integrity and mass tourism in Canadas flagship park and whether it is already
too late. Have we passed the point of no return? And will our Banff wolves live forever after in awildlife ghetto
devoid of true wilderness characteristics?
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Gibeau is the Carnivore Specialist for Parks Canada and an Adjunct Professor in the Geography Department at the
University of Calgary. He also maintains an office with the Alberta Cooperative Conservation Research Unit. Mike
has extensive experience in the ecology and management of large carnivores including research on coyotes, wolves,
black bears and grizzly bears, with a decade of research dedicated to investigating the impacts of human activity on
grizzly bears. Much of histimeis currently spent coordinating grizzly bear conservation and policy programsin the
mountain National Parks. He also advises decision makers on management of large carnivores in the Canadian Rocky
Mountains. Mike is not only involved in the biology of large carnivores but has a keen interest in interdisciplinary
problem solving, the social context of carnivore conservation and the links between science and policy. Hisfocuslies
in applying innovative conservation measures on the ground. He hasaM Sc in Wildlife Biology from the University of
Montana and a PhD in Conservation Biology from the University of Calgary. Mike has spent close to 30 years
working in Canadian National Parks, originally as a Park Warden and now abiologist.



