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Irene Brady : The Redrock Canyon Explorer (The Explorer Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Redrock Canyon Explorer (The Explorer Library): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Pioneer in Nature Books!By A CustomerThis beautiful book is a 
stunning breakthrough in nature writing. "The Redrock Canyon Explorer" by Irene Brady combines the best in 
scientific accuracy with high adventure as she describes and illustrates the hidden life of the Colorado Plateau. For 
research or for recreational reading, children and adults alike will delight in the exquisite drawings and lyrical 
narrative of the creatures who live in the high desert Southwest. Curl up in front of a cozy fire with this lovely and 
informative book, or take it with you as a guide in your Southwest travels. This is a book to cherish for a lifetime and 
to give to the most discriminating friend. I recommend it without reservation.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. A truly amazing, fact-filled and exciting guideBy Midwest Book ReviewWritten and illustrated by Irene 
Brady, The Redrock Canyon Explorer: A Virtual Visit To An Imaginary Canyon is a highly enjoyable and strongly 
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recommended companion to exploring redrock canyons of the Southwest. Packed from cover to cover with black-and-
white illustrations, The Redrock Canyon Explorer showcases amazing facts about canyon history and wildlife, from 
how lizards run, to the life cycles of ravens, to the Ancestral Pueblo Native American culture that once called the 
redrock canyons home. The Redrock Canyon Explorer is a truly amazing, fact-filled and exciting guide for nature 
lovers of all ages and backgrounds.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Terrific Resource for KidsBy 
LowenfrauI purchased this book for my 3rd Grader thinking it might be a bit over her head - on the contrary, she has 
LOVED it! Each 2-page chapter covers a particular desert animal. One page has a 'story' about the animal and the 
other page lists bite-sized facts about the animal and it's habitat. The illustrations are realistic pen ink and there are 
LOTS of them. There is a terrific reference section in the back which includes everything from how to hike in the 
desert to an extensive list of additional reference books.

This book for both kids and adults has something for every nature lover - especially if you're planning a visit to the 
redrock canyon country of the Southwest. The gripping illustrated story on the right-hand pages follows the lives of 
the mammals, birds, insects, reptiles and plants and their closely interconnected paths in a desert canyon. Experience a 
flash flood and visit the canyon potholes with the wildlife. Explore Ancient Puebloan lifeways and artifacts in the 
ancient sites where some of the story takes place. The pages facing the text give fascinating details and an enriched 
field-guide background of factual (and fun) related information. Superb illustrations illuminate every subject - from 
tracks and skulls and animal behavior to petrified sand dunes and dinosaur footprints. Carefully researched 
"information nuggets" spark insight on what's happening in the picture/story on the opposite pages. There are maps of 
the Colorado Plateau and the fictional redrock canyon, a great guide to the geology of all the popular parks and 
monuments, plus hiking and camping do's and don'ts, and an entertaining, low-impact Things-To-Do section.

...guide to the wildlife, people and geology...that a child can understand and...an adult canyon visitor also will 
appreciate. -- American Scientist, July-August 1999In a style thats graphically pleasing and educationally sound, this 
interesting book serves as a perfect traveling companion. -- RV Journal, Fall 99Taking this book into the field with 
you will give you a new appreciation of the desert country... --Fossil News, January 2001From the PublisherIt isn't 
easy to find a book about the natural history of the Southwest that features animals, plants, geology and the Ancient 
Puebloans in a way that connects them all together especially a profusely and beautifully illustrated book which the 
whole family can read and enjoy. THE REDROCK CANYON EXPLORER appeals to the curious naturalist in 
everyone. But its scope includes far more than just the redrock canyons its animals and plants can be found in ALL of 
the high desert areas of Utah, Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico. You'll be instantly engaged as you leaf through the 
lavishly illustrated, information-packed pages. And you'll go back to it again and again to re-read the compelling story, 
look up details, or simply enjoy the intricate drawings of life in the canyons. We've tried something new here -- on 
every right-hand page the story carries the reader along in an intimate chain-of-events which leads from one animal 
and its activites to its natural encounter with the next. On the facing left-hand pages are facts and details about what is 
mentioned in the story opposite. For instance, across from the chapter on the coyote, you can learn facts about coyotes, 
the Aztec way to say "coyote," how to identify tracks and scat (great illustration), what happens if you make a lot of 
noise when hiking, see what a coyote skull looks like, learn how scientists find important information in animal 
droppings, and why coyotes and other carnivores are an essential part of the environment. It isn't often that an 
author/illustrator has both high-quality writing and illustrating skills, but in Irene Brady we have found that rare 
combination. Having created nature books for almost thirty years, her writing and illustrating have been honed to a 
fine point, and her attention to detail is legendary. The text is lyrical yet simple and readable, and above all engaging. 
You'll find yourself poring over the larger illustrations to pick up all the fascinating details that accompany the action. 
Her animals manage to be delightful without crossing over the line to "cute." If you appreciate the redrock country, the 
desert, or wildlife in general, this book will take you in just about any direction you care to go. While it makes great 
armchair reading, you'll also find it a valuable traveling companion and guide when you travel in the Southwest.From 
the AuthorThe redrock canyons have intrigued me for as long as I can remember. Visiting my first one was like 
walking into a mysterious time warp. I felt as though I were entering an ageless place where a dinosaur might peer out 
from behind the next boulder, or then again, it might be a cougar -- or a curious lizard. And I have never been 
disappointed. There is always something, large or small, to grab my attention and pique my curiosity. I have spent 
countless hours climbing, listening, sketching and journaling in the redrock canyons. In these canyons (which many 
people see as empty, rock-tumbled gashes in the cliffs) I find a glowing, living cathedral, filled with life -- with wren 
and coyote songs, croaking ravens, rattling pebbles and mysteries around every corner. So I wrote this book to share 
my wonder with kids and adults alike. Does the Southwestern scenery appear dull and lifeless? Open up this book and 
you'll discover strange and amazing things. Is there a kid in the back seat of the car moaning "this place is boring...?" 
Pass them THE REDROCK CANYON EXPLORER and let them discover what's REALLY out there. It'll change 
their whole way of seeing. I guarantee. 


