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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Loved the family!!By Elizabethl aways did like Mike Leonard
because of his outlook on life, just another day in America. He always found the characters but never made fun of
these personalities, he appreciated and helped us appreciate these hard working people. This came out with the road
trip in the mobile home with his parents. They had their quirks and ideas that were appreciated by Mike and his family
and by me as areader. He grew up in our generation and | remembered some of the situations he talked about in the
50's, riding bikes, going to the movie theater for 50 cents, and how our parents accepted that time differently than
today's situations. He explained life simply and his parents were wonderful and accepting of our children and youth of
today in avery kind and humorous way. | loved riding along with Mike and his family!!'0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Nice Story if you want an Easy ReadBy MPDThis was an interesting book about a family
taking along trip viaRV around the country. The reason for the trip was to take their parents on one last adventure.
The family was very likable and they shared many funny stories along the way. It was an enjoyable book but it lost my
interest at certain points along the way. Good book but not great.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fun
read. Welived in our RV for ten ...By Nanci FergusonFun read. We lived in our RV for ten years, so it was a natural
read!

The Ride of Our Livesisthe humorous yet deeply moving account of NBC journalist Mike L eonards cross-country
odyssey with his eccentric parents, three grown children, and a daughter-in-law. Full of ups and downs, laughs and
tears, the month-long journey becomes a much larger tale of hope, persistence, and valuable lessons learned along the
way. A celebration of the ties between parents and children, as well as the unforgettable community of people one can
meet across America, The Ride of Our Livesisan inspiring narrative of self-discovery and self-fulfillmentand how
one unique family found blessings and simple pleasures on the road called life.Touching, hilarious. . . should be
required reading in every family. Tom BrokawPoignant moments of questions and discovery, of truth-telling and
memories. The Charlotte ObserverOften laugh-out-loud funny and sometimes heartbreakingly sad.St. Louis Post-
DispatchDelightful.Chicago TribuneHeartfelt and whimsical . . . across-country trek through lifeslessons. . . Mike
Leonard isastoryteller at heart, and each anecdote . . . punctuates the familys love, struggles, and triumphs. In short,
thisis one ride worth taking.Rocky Mountain News

From Publishers WeeklyFans of NBC News correspondent Leonard's dlice-of-life features for the Today show may
enjoy this account of a month-long road trip he took with his parents, now in their 80s. But what works on screen
doesn't trand ate to the printed page, and Leonard's attempt to merge a tribute to his parents with greater issues of life
and death hits adead end. As he drives from Chicago through the Southwest, up the East Coast and back to Chicago,
Leonard intertwines his reflections with biographical stories by and about his somewhat eccentric parents. Their tales
offer the book's most entertaining moments: phlegmatic Jack, whao's "conversational 'off' button got jammed," likes to
sing old songs, while gregarious Marge likes to drink and repeatedly spices her conversation with profanity ("Toora
loora, my ass!" she yells during one of Jack's songs). Although Marge's behavior begins to seem more unnerving than
unusual, Leonard's account of her brave childhood with an abusive father is the book's highlight. But Leonard keeps
putting himself at the center of the story, detailing how charmed his life has been from his college prep high school
daysto lucking into his TV career, which makes for dull reading. Photos. (Apr.) Copyright Reed Business
Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. Mike Leonard is a national treasure and his touching,
hilarious, instructive account of aloving road trip with his parents and children should be required reading in every
family. Im sending it to al my children so they can share the laughs and the tears.-Tom Brokaw, author of The
Greatest GenerationMike Leonard has generously invited the rest of us aong for aride aboard his land yacht, the
"S.S.Fiasco.” And what arideit is. Profound and profoundly funny, Leonard takes us on ajourney deep into the heart
of hisfamily. He has been blessed with characters who are as bizarre, maddening, unpredictable and hilarious as any
dreamt up by Hollywood -- and they are his real-life parents! "The Ride of Our Lives' reads like intimate dispatches
from your funniest friend, and is as touching and whimsical as a series of home movies unspooling from an American
childhood.-Amy Dickinson, syndicated advice columnist, "Ask Amy"From the Hardcover edition.About the
AuthorMike Leonards entertaining video features regularly appear on NBCs morning show Today. He and his wife,
Cathy, are the parents of two daughters and two sons. To schedule a speaking engagement, please contact American
Program Bureau at www.apbspeakers.com From the Hardcover edition.



