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Santa Cruz Seaside Company : The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk: A Century by the Sea  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk: A Century 
by the Sea: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. If you have an epic love for Santa Cruz, you'll have an epic love for 
this book.By Donna CI know I've talked about it here before (I mean, I took a nice big long trip there a year ago) but I 
can't express enough how much I love Santa Cruz, California and it's Boardwalk. There's just something about it that 
keeps drawing me in and even now, I have a craving for Santa Cruz. It's been a year. I need to go again.I was lucky 
enough to be in Santa Cruz in 2007 when they had their official centennial (it was also my first trip there) and I've 
been back nearly every year since and they continue to celebrate a century strong by the sea. While the Boardwalk and 
Municipal Wharf have kept up with the times, there's just this feeling in the air that keeps it all anchored in history. If 
you can appreciate that nostalgic feeling, then not only would you love Santa Cruz, you'd love this book as well, even 
if you've never been there.The Lost Boys was what first introduced me to the Boardwalk and my love of seaside 
amusement parks blossomed from there. I've done research on a much closer seaside park, Coney Island, from it's 
beginnings until it's current state (unlike Santa Cruz, unfortunately, Coney Island is being eaten up by developers and 
slowly dismantled). So of course, why wouldn't I dive into Santa Cruz's history as well?While A CENTURY BY THE 
SEA doesn't go into great detail about the Boardwalk's past, it offers enough of a glimpse into history to get a feel for 
what the area used to be. It shares not only company stories (the Seaside Company, that is) but stories from locals as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1580088155


well and it just roots you further in the nostalgia. And they're told as if someone were sitting across from you just 
talking about history. Nothing pretentious or showy about it. It just is what it is. The photos only add to all that is 
awesome about this book, bringing to life the past and showcasing how the Boardwalk morphed into what I've seen 
these last few years.It's evident that The Santa Cruz Seaside Company takes great care in preserving the history of the 
Boardwalk. There is an unabashed pride simmering in the pages that's almost tangible. You can grab hold of it and 
actually feel the history of the Boardwalk. As someone non-local that has been there, I can root the history to its 
current map but even if you haven't, and you have a love of history, you'd be able to appreciate, and maybe even love, 
the fun times that this book relives.If you have any interest in boardwalks or seaside towns, or want it to feel like 
summer no matter what time of the year it is, pick up A CENTURY BY THE SEA and relive the history of the Santa 
Cruz Boardwalk and roll around in its present. Then book your vacation because after reading this, if you've never 
gone, you'll want to remedy that as soon as humanly possibly. Just an FYI, there's a Chili Cook-off in October and a 
Clam Chowder Cook-off in February. Just saying.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good introduction 
to the history of the times and the BoardwalkBy David WilkinThe problem that the effort has is that the SC Seaside 
Company does not seem to elaborate with more of the details that they had available to them, but make this a little 
guide to give you just the facade of what the history of the Boardwalk is.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Fun book on Santa Cruz historyBy It's That Guy PhilThis was such a fun read, with great photos, of the 
history of Santa Cruz, CA's most famous landmark, the Beach Boardwalk. While not being complete (due to politics 
and copyrights) this book does it's best at giving a full historical picture of what the Boardwalk began as, and later 
became. The Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk is iconic around the world. Really an entertaining book.

Warm sand and cool surf. The sweet scent of cotton candy and the thrill of your first roller coaster ride. These are the 
kinds of memories the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk has inspired over its first hundred years as one of America'?s 
oldest and most beloved seaside amusement parks.Colorfully illustrated with archival images of famous attractions, 
unforgettable performances, and vintage memorabilia, THE SANTA CRUZ BEACH BOARDWALK tells the vibrant 
history behind this premier California tourist destination. Born in 1907 out of beachfront bathhouses and the ashes of 
Santa Cruz'?s first Casino, this "Coney Island of the West" is home to National Historic Landmarks like the 
enchanting Looff Carousel and the classic Giant Dipper roller coaster, as well as dozens of other rides, games, shops, 
and venues, including the historic Cocoanut Grove, the award-winning Casino Arcade, and Neptune'?s Kingdom. The 
origins of these Boardwalk treasures are detailed here, along with profiles of famous personalities and loyal 
concessionaires who have put a friendly face on the Boardwalk for more than a century.A dazzling pageant of 
Americana, pop culture, and amusement park history in the making, this delightful tribute to the Boardwalk will 
rekindle recollections of sea breezes and saltwater taffy for years to come.

This book has stories and pictures that go down as easy as a corn dog and a Coke on a summer day.-San Francisco 
Chronicle"The Santa Cruz Boardwalk is a jewel among American beach resorts. Although dozens of seaside 
amusement parks have been displaced by condominiums in recent decades, the Santa Cruz walk has somehow 
managed to preserve its honky-tonk heritage while staying fresh and attractive. This charming, insightful book 
explores in words and pictures the uncommon history of a singular American success story. It'?s a fun and 
enlightening journey."-James Lilliefors, author of America'?s BoardwalksFrom the Publisher* A colorful and 
sprawling celebration of the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk commemorating its 100th anniversary. * Contains 500 full-
color and archival photos, vintage ads, and more, including never-before-published treasures from the Boardwalk's 
exhaustive archives. * Attracting three million visitors a year, the Boardwalk is known as the "the Coney Island of the 
West" and is one of the most popular amusement parks in California.About the AuthorThe Santa Cruz Seaside 
Company has owned the Boardwalk since 1915. Led by the Canfield family, it has received local and state honors for 
its business practices. The Seaside Company has succeeded in preserving the Boardwalks nostalgic charm while 
keeping pace with the latest entertainment trends. 


