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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Much more than a travel guide.By dena312This is not a typical 
travel guide. I've lived in Minnesota most of my life and have explored much of the state by car or on foot. The author 
describes many well-known locations, but often adds other lesser-known things to do or see in the same area. Then he 
goes on to add layers of fascinating information not normally included in travel guides. I wish I had read this book 
before some of my road trips because I missed some interesting things on those trips. I've owned this book for five 
years, and many parts are now highlighted and marked with post-it notes. If you want to know more about what you 
will see touring this beautiful state, I highly recommend this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Indispensable for Minnesota lovers or any "blue highway" loverBy CustomerIf you thought you knew enough about 
Minnesota, this book will prove you wrong. A little bit of everything to make your road trip infinitely more interesting 
and satisfying.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. very dryBy Joelots of information, but super dry and 
if i didnt have to read it for class i would highly have recommended a different book

In this entertaining series of driving tours, John Toren takes us from the Boundary Waters to the Mississippi Valley, 
from the Mesabi Iron Range to Pipestone, with plenty of insights into the states geography, history and culture.

If you're planning a road trip, here's a book that will make your trip worth the gas: The Seven States of Minnesota is a 
guidebook offering an interesting collection of driving expeditions, complete with maps and photos. Author John 
Toren has packed this book with interesting bits of information covering history, culture, and geography--with a bonus 
addition of sidebars, providing insights to a particular area. These mini-essays vary from descriptions of a trip Thoreau 
took up the Minnesota River to explanations of the origin of the pottery culture of the St. Croix valley. You'll also 
discover the best bakeries in Faribault, the location of Inspiration Peak, and the ghost towns of Crow Wing and 
Beaver.This entertaining guidebook belongs in your glove compartment or backpack, for it's sure to enhance your 
travels. --Minnesota History MagazineFrom the Back CoverWith its startling sunsets over the harvestland, its blizzards 
and history, its dramatic waterways and the ethnic jumble of its five million people, Minnesota invites the exploring 
biographer. Few writers will tell its stories with the clarity and relaxed candor of John Toren, who knows it better than 
most. He is an escort, a citizen, and a little bit of Huckleberry Finn.- Jim Klobuchar 


