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Cliff Pearce: The Silent Sound: Two YearsIn Antarctica And The Story of the First Winter Occupation of
Alexander Island before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Silent Sound: Two Y ears In Antarctica And The Story of the First Winter Occupation of Alexander Island:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Been thereBy Bruce in TorontoThe two year journal of ateacher
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meterioroligist who answered an ad to go to Antarctica. Thetale of his experiences and observations. At that time the
British presence in the Antarctica region was called the Falklands | slands Dependencies Survey. This changed once
the Antarctic treaty was sicned in 1961 (while Pearce wasin Antarctica). Passingly interesting and funny in places, dry
and tedious in others. Would never have finished the book if | hadn't been there and interested in the area. Intersperses
his experiences and tales with areview of the history of scientific expeditionsin the past.Obviously from a different
era. They dumped their sewage directly into the water, threw garbage out the door to be delt with by the wind, and
killed sealsto feed the sled dogs. None of these happen anymore.The worth of this book is that he experienced the end
of an era.

"The Silent Sound" is Cliff Pearce's wonderful account of the time he spent on British basesin Antarcticaforty years
ago - when facilities for scientists were even more primitive, and conditions more dangerous than they are today. He
was one of three men to establish the first winter base on the desolate Alexander Island - spending months trapped in a
hut with dwindling supplies, increasingly frustrated by the three-month delay in the arrival of the summer sledging
teams. Cliff Pearce is nonchalantly amusing about the frustrations and perils of daily lifein one of the loneliest places
on earth. But his excitement and sense of privilege at being there shine through, and he conveys his love and awe of
the breathtaking glacial scenery in haunting descriptions

About the AuthorCliff Pearce was born and educated in Middlesex. After graduating from Keele University he served
in Antarctica with the Falkland | slands Dependencies Survey from late 1952 to 1962. An Antarctic mountain, Pearce
Dome, was named for him. He worked for 36 years in school teaching, including 25 years as a Headmaster in three
secondary schools. He spent a year teaching in California and was awarded an NAHT Page Scholarship in 1985 for
studies in aspects of American Education. He is a Fellow of the Roya Geographical Society and has membership of
the Antarctic and British Antarctic Survey Clubs. Married with a daughter and twin sons, Cliff Pearce livesin Norfolk.



