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Roald Amundsen : The South Pole: An Account of the Norwegian Antarctic Expedition in the Fram, 1910-1912 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The South Pole: An 
Account of the Norwegian Antarctic Expedition in the Fram, 1910-1912: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great story, extremely poor publishing - buy another edition!By 
BrainslugThe story itself is fascinating and would easily get 5 stars. Amundsen's own account of his South Pole 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814706983


journey is very well written and very entertaining.What's bad is the layout and quality of the book and I am referring to 
the sepia/brown book with ISBN 9781494381172.This is not a professionally published book, more like someone 
printing a poorly formatted Word document and gluing together. The book has no page numbers, it probably has never 
seen a proof reader because it is full of typos, picture captions are sometimes on different pages than the pictures, and 
the pictures themselves are tiny and of very bad quality, just like if they were poorly xerox'd from another book.The 
book doesn't even have a publisher listed.I would recommend that you read Amundsen, but not in this poorly produced 
edition.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent account, written with insight, warmth, and even 
poetic whimsyBy Sea CayAn excellent account, written with insight, warmth, and even poetic whimsy; not what one 
might expect from a man who has been called "the last viking". I had expected an almost dry account and found 
myself drawn into a narrative of which any novelist could be proud. I definitely recommend this book, not only to 
aficionados of polar exploration (a MUST read for them), but for anyone interested in the human spirit, human nature, 
and the wonders of nature.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Celebrate the triumph of the first to reach 
the South PoleBy everyone's a criticI'm going on a trip to Antarctica and so thought it fitting to read about the first 
man to make it to the South Pole ... and back. This was a fascinating book in terms of the enormity of the task at hand 
to be the first to reach the South Pole and in terms of showing a slice of life in the history of scientific exploration. The 
author is not a superb writer or storyteller, but he does provide wonderful descriptive details about life in Antarctica, 
preparation for the trip and a glimpse of what doing this trip was like. And by the end of the book, the reader likes this 
person, feels a sense of celebration at the triumph of their achievement and is happy that his team made it. One 
warning, the print in this book is very small, so invest in magnifiers or a bright reading light. Also, if you love animals, 
take care. The way they treated the animals in this book likely reflects the age in which they lived, but it was a little 
difficult to take at times. There's also a brilliant trivia question to be found in this book: What did Roald Amundsen 
forget to bring with him to Antarctica? I'll let the readers discover the answer, but the point that he introduced the 
answer and the way he did it was delightful. I'm still chuckling about it.

Before Sir Ernest Shackleton's exploration of the Antarctic waters in 1914, Captain Roald Amundsen led a courageous 
team through ice-chocked waters to become the first expedition to reach the South Pole in 1911. Read the fascinating 
account of his journey in The South Pole. "Roald Amundsen planted the Norwegian flag on the South Pole on 
December 14, 1911: a full month before Robert Falcon Scott arrived on the same spot. Amundsen's 'The South Pole' is 
less well-known than his rival's, in part because he is less of a literary stylist, but also, perhaps, because he survived 
the journey. His book is a riveting first-hand account of a truly professional expedition; Amundsen's heroism is 
understated, but it is heroism nonetheless."--The Times of London, 23 June 2001 At the beginning of the twentieth 
century, the South Pole was the most coveted prize in the fiercely nationalistic modern age of exploration. In the 
spring of 1911 two separate expeditions left their respective camps in Antarctica in a desperate bid to achieve the glory 
of being first to reach the South Pole: a British party, led by Captain R. F. Scott, and a Norwegian one under Captain 
Roald Amundsen. The South Pole, Amundsen's first-hand account of the expedition, is a fascinating and highly 
readable history of the tenacity and perseverance of the age. "The last of the Vikings," Roald Engebreth Gravning 
Amundsen was a powerfully built man of over six feet in height, born into a family of merchant sea captains in 1872. 
In 1903 he navigated the Northwest Passage in a 70-foot fishing boat. Soon afterwards he learned that Ernest 
Shackleton was setting out on an attempt to reach the South Pole. Shackleton abandoned his quest a mere 97 miles 
short of the Pole, but Amundsen began preparing his own expedition. Although this was the age of the amateur 
explorer, Amundsen was a professional: he left little to chance, apprenticed with Inuits, and obsessed over every 
detail. On October 18, 1911 Amundsen's party set out from the Bay of Whales, on Antarctica's Ross Ice Shelf, for their 
final drive toward the pole. His British counterpart, Robert Falcon Scott, dependent on Siberian ponies rather than on 
dogs, began his trip three weeks later. While Scott clung fast to the British rule of "No skis, no dogs," Amundsen 
understood that both were vital to survival. Aided by exceptionally cooperative weather conditions, Amundsen's men 
passed the point where Shackleton was forced to turn back on December 7, and at approximately 3pm on December 
14, 1911, Roald Amundsen raised the flag of Norway at the South Pole, one month before Scott's party would arrive. 
A polar masterpiece of history and adventure, The South Pole is the stunning first-hand account of one of the greatest 
success stories in the annals of exploration. Most skillfully Amundsen constructs the expedition's character through its 
personalitiesthe cast of veteran explorers, scientists, and crewproviding insight not only into Amundsen's philosophy 
of exploration, but into the classical age of polar explorers.

From Library JournalThis adventure harks back to the days when men were menAeven in mittens! Captain Amundsen 
was the leader of the first expedition to reach the South Pole, on December 14, 1911. His account was originally 
published as two volumes in 1913 and is here reproduced in a single package for the first time. Amundsen and his 
team endured frostbite, snow blindness, and other horrors, all of which are well chronicled here. The text is supported 
by many monochrome photos, maps, and charts. This also includes a new introduction by Amundsen's biographer 
Roland Huntford. Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Amundsen was the supreme exponent of Polar 



technique. He towered above his rivals; he brought an intellectual approach to exploration and stood, as he still stands, 
the antipole to the heroic delusion.. . . The journey to the South Pole remains his masterpiece, the culmination of the 
classical age of Polar exploration and, perhaps, the greatest snow journey ever made."-Roland Huntford,The Last 
Place on Earth: Scott and Amundsen's Race to the South PoleFrom the Publisher"Roald Amundsen planted the 
Norwegian flag on the South Pole on December 14, 1911: a full month before Robert Falcon Scott arrived on the same 
spot. Amundsen's 'The South Pole'... is less well-known than his rival's, in part because he is less of a literary stylist, 
but also, perhaps, because he survived the journey. "His book is a riveting first-hand account of a truly professional 
expedition; Amundsen's heroism is understated, but it is heroism nonetheless." --The Times of London, June 23 2001 


