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William P. Cumming : The Southeast in Early Maps (Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Southeast in Early Maps 
(Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great Historical MapsBy P. NaultyI bought this book for my 
husband as a Christmas present because of his fascination with old maps. Of course, I had to take a look through it 
before giving it to him to make sure it lived up to the reviews I had read. It did! Along with several good maps of the 
early days of the southeastern United States, there are essays on each one, describing their origin and development. Of 
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course, my husband should be the one who writes this review because he absolutely fell in love with this book. His 
high praise of its maps and essays is the best recommendation I could give to anyone interested in old maps and their 
history.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Two StarsBy William GriffithMaps are too small to make 
out any detail.

First published in 1958, The Southeast in Early Maps is William Cumming's classic study of the mapping of the 
Southeast before the American Revolution. By analyzing printed and manuscript maps of the area in the light of other 
contemporary primary documents, the book traces the expansion of geographical knowledge about the Southeast over 
the course of its discovery and colonization. With 124 illustrations--including a new gallery of 24 color reproductions 
of maps selected from the Cumming Collection in the E. H. Little Library at Davidson College--this stunning edition 
will be a valuable reference for scholars, collectors, cartographers, geographers, historians, archaeologists, archivists, 
librarians, genealogists, and surveyors. It features an introductory essay on the early historical cartography of the 
region, an extensive annotated checklist of printed and manuscript local maps from the colonial period, an updated 
bibliography, and a new section on the role of Native Americans in the mapping of the Southeast.

From Library JournalThe 24 color and 71 black-and-white maps of the American Southeast comprising this volume 
span the entire Spanish and English colonial periods, 1507-1775. An extensive introductory essay, an annotated 
checklist of manuscript and printed maps, a lengthy essay on the role of Native Americans in the mapping of the 
Southeast, and a useful bibliography accompany the maps. First published in 1958 by the late Cumming, an authority 
on American cartography, this third revision is elegantly designed, clearly printed, and beautifully bound. Although 
often rife with errors, the maps help explain explorers' and settlers' movements, the changing locations of Indian 
peoples, and the conflict among Spain, France, and England for North America. Historians as well as cartographers 
will value this book. For specialists and research libraries.ABennett D. Hill, Georgetown Univ., Doylestown, 
PACopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. [F]ormal, exact and objective in its presentation, but is 
everywhere illumined with the romance of the map and the mapmaker."Times Literary Supplement" It is formal, exact 
and objective in its presentation, but is everywhere illumined with the romance of the map and the mapmaker. . . . 
Such a book as this gives new perspectives to the geographer in his appreciation of place and to the historian in his 
search for the understanding of other times.--Times Literary SupplementThe definitive reference work on the 
cartography of the Southeast during the colonial period. . . . A must purchase for researchers, collectors, and anyone 
else interested in the historical cartography of the Southeast.--Southeastern GeographerWelcomed as a basic reference 
work by historians, cartographers, cartobibliographers and librarians as well as by all others who find delight in maps.--
William and Mary QuarterlyAll those interested in the history, development, and cartography of the colonial Southeast 
can be grateful that a tried-and-true reference work is once again readily available, and in an updated, attractive, and 
enhanced form.--North Carolina Historical A primary reference tool. . . . Dr. Cumming has completed an arduous task 
with distinction.--Mississippi Valley Historical No historian, geographer, librarian, genealogist, book collector, 
archaeologist, or any other scholar can do without this book. It is the bible of Dixie's geographic past.--Roy Parker Jr., 
Fayetteville Observer-TimesThe Southeast in Early Maps is an attractively designed and produced volume containing 
a wealth of cartographic and historical material.--AB Bookman's WeeklyElegantly designed, clearly printed, and 
beautifully bound. . . . Historians as well as cartographers will value this book.--Library JournalThoroughly revised 
and brought up to date by Cumming . . . and Louis DeVorsey Jr., this magnificent volume deserves a place in the 
library of every student of the region's history. . . . An essential work.--Journal of Southern HistoryA model of its kind. 
. . . This outstanding book not only illuminates many aspects of cartographic history; it will also be an indispensable 
tool for the historian of the region in the period of its colonial development.--Geographical JournalAn indispensable 
work.--American Historical A very handsome as well as an almost infinitely useful volume.--Journal of Southern 
HistoryAn indispensable reference tool to the historian dealing with the colonization and exploration of the Southeast. 
It is a contribution of the first importance to the cartographic history of the New World.--Imago Mundi 


