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Judith L. Meyer : The Spirit of Yellowstone  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Spirit of Yellowstone: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. A novel look at YellowstoneBy A CustomerThis is a departure 
from the many books that focus on Yellowstone's natural history. Meyer, instead, traces the park's human history and 
the development of images that first captured the public's attention and led to establishment of the first national park. 
Most of the book is quite scholarly and analytical, gaining momentum when Meyer attempts to delve into the minds of 
the first explorers to record and stand in amazement at Yellowstone's wonders. Illustrated with many early drawings of 
the park, The Spirit of Yellowstone is not exactly light reading, but is a must for any serious student of the park.6 of 6 
people found the following review helpful. A wonderful book!By A CustomerThis is a really wonderful book, with 
beautiful photography. The book shares the incredible story of one of our most beautiful national parks. The 
photography captures the beauty of the park through all of the seasons. You will definitely love it!

Yellowstone National Park's famous geysers, exotic landscape, and beautiful wildlife partially explain its enormous 
popularity, but there is something more to the Yellowstone experiencea powerful spirit to the place that is more than 
the sum of its parts. This fascinating history of America's favorite national park shows how that spirit has endured over 
Yellowstone's 127-year existence. Meyer shows that Yellowstone has consistently evoked awe in different generations 
of Americans, even as our attitudes toward nature have changed over the years. That awe is also captured in 
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photographer Vance Howard's evocative images, which, alongside historic photographs and other early artistic 
interpretations of the Park's wonders, support Meyer's view that Yellowstone's unique sense of place makes it worth 
preserving not only for its ecological value but for its lasting importance in American culture.

With a combination of historical artwork and stellar photos, [Meyer] makes a good presentation. (Post Register)Filled 
with eye-catching photos...reveals why so many people love to visit the park year-round. (Wyoming Tribune-
Eagle)With this beautiful book, Meyer, a regualr visitor to Yellowstone since her days as a tour guide in the 1980s, 
pays tribute to the park and all its glories. Photographs are truly striking. (Jo-Anne Mary Brown Library Journal)From 
the Back CoverEvery year, more than four million people like Judith L. Meyer visit Yellowstone National Park. The 
park's famous geysers, exotic landscape, and beautiful wildlife partially explain its enormous popularity, but there is 
something more to the Yellowstone experience: a powerful spirit to the place that is more than the sum of its parts. 
This fascinating history of America's favorite national park shows how that spirit has endured over Yellowstone's 125-
year existence. Using the words, drawings, and photographs of park visitors, employees, and reporters, Meyer shows 
that Yellowstone has consistently evoked awe in different generations of Americans, even as our attitudes toward 
nature have changed over the years. Meyer argues that Yellowstone's unique and sacred sense of place makes it worth 
preserving not only for its ecological value but for its lasting importance in American culture.About the AuthorJudith 
L. Meyer teaches in the Department of Geography, Geology, and Planning at Southwest Missouri State University in 
Springfield. Vance Howard is a photographer located in Carbondale, Colorado. 


