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Nicholas Fry, Gregory Smith, Elizabeth Davis-Young : The Steam and Diesel Era in Wheeling, West Virginia: 
Photographs by J. J. Young Jr.  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised The Steam and Diesel Era in Wheeling, West Virginia: Photographs by J. J. Young Jr.: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. My son ordered this book and it was exactly what ...By 
jwsunshineMy son ordered this book and it was exactly what he expected and more... He loves the pictures of the 
engines an surroundings in Wheeling.. 4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. VERY POOR PHOTO 
REPRODUCTION!!By ICEMAN6491Was friends with J.J. Young for almost 50 years and he was an outstanding 
photographer. One of the best in the field of railroad photography. The photo collection in the book is very good, but 
that is where it ends. I have seen hundreds of J.J. Young's 8x10 black and white photo prints and they all were 
outstanding. The reproduction of his photos in this book are poorer then poor, a grave injustice to this photographer's 
years of photographing the railroads in West Virginia. I was so looking forward to this book, but was very 
disappointed in the reproduction by West Virginia University Press!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy W R WatkinsGood history on area where I used to live.

For nearly seventy years, John J. Young Jr. photographed railroads. With unparalleled scope and span, he documented 
the impact and beauty of railways in American life from 1936 to 2004.As a child during the Great Depression, J. J. 
Young Jr. began to photograph railroads in Wheeling, West Virginia. This book collects over one hundred fifty of 
those imagessome unpublished until nowdocumenting the railroads of Wheeling and the surrounding area from the 
1930s until the 1960s.The photographs within this book highlight the major railroads of Wheeling: the Baltimore 
Ohio, the Pennsylvania, the Wheeling Lake Erie, the Pittsburgh West Virginia, the New York Central, and the 
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industrial and interurban rail lines that crisscrossed the region. These images capture the routine activities of trains that 
carried passengers and freight to and from the city and its industries, as well as more unusual traffic, such as a circus-
advertising car, the General Motors Train of Tomorrow, and the 1947 American Freedom Train.

"The photographs at this book's heart are uniformly professional, both technically and artistically. They tell graphic 
stories about how railroads were operated in the industrys 'traditional' era." Herbert H. Harwood Jr., author of The 
RailroadThat Never Was: Vanderbilt, Morgan, and the South Pennsylvania Railroad 


