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Sy Montgomery, Nic Bishop : The Tapir Scientist: Saving South AmericasLargest Mammal (Scientistsin the
Field Series) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
Tapir Scientist: Saving South Americas Largest Mammal (Scientistsin the Field Series):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful, informative book to learn about the science of saving
endangered speciesBy A. VerdantAlthough this book is hon-fiction aimed at young people, it is set up by the authors
as amystery thriller complete with fascinating cast of characters, suspense, and the excitement of the chase. The
remote and nature-rich Pantanal wetland of South Americais explored with beautiful photos and revealing
descriptions. The book explains what tapirs are, where they live, alittle of their history, and how they are related to
other animals. We learn why they are endangered, and why it is so important and challenging to study them.Both
traditional and cutting edge scientific methods are used used to study the tapirs and these are also explained in the
book. The woman who leads the study, PatriciaMedici, is an inspiring role model for any young, aspiring natural
scientist.Highly recommended for 5th grade and above. Adults interested in nature and endangered species will also
enjoy it. It makes for awonderful coffee table book/conversation piece as well.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Excellent book. Chronicles the story of DrBy carlos jimenezExcellent book. Chronicles the story of
Dr. PatriciaMedici, the world's leading Tapir conservationist and the plight to save of one of the most elusive and
ecologically important animals from tropical Latin America and South East Asia.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy VeraAmzing book! Entertaining yet scientific.

If youve never seen alowland tapir, youre not alone. Most of the people who live near tapir habitat in Brazils vast
Pantanal (the Everglades on steroids) havent seen the elusive snorkel-snouted mammal, either. In this arresting


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0544809084

nonfiction picture book, Sibert winners Sy Montgomery and Nic Bishop join atapir-finding expedition led by the
Brazilian field scientist Pati Medici. Aspiring scientists will love the immediate, often humorous you are there
descriptions of fieldwork, and gadget loverswill revel in the high-tech science at play, from microchips to the camera
traps that capture the soap opera of tapir life. Pair this with other intriguing stories of real-world science, at

WWW.SCi encemeetsadventure.com.

From School Library JournalGr 5-10In this addition to the series, readersjoin Pati Medici and her team in their quest
to study tapirsin the world's largest wetland, the Pantanal Wetlands of Brazil. Although its appearance may lead some
to suppose that the tapir falls somewhere near elephants or hippopotami in the family tree, this flexible-snouted, hoof-
toed tropical creature is most closely related to rhinoceroses and horses. Medici has dubbed the tapir the gardener of
the forest for its critical role in maintaining foliage by ingesting fruits and excreting the seeds elsewhere, but little else
is known about this vanishing species. By observing and trapping the animals to outfit them with radio collars or
microchips and collect samples including blood and ticks from infestations, Medici's team hopes to better understand
their lifestyles to enhance conservation efforts. Although in-text pronunciation guides are included for some
Portuguese names and select scientific terminology is explained, no glossary is provided, and many of the exotic birds
discussed are not shown. Following each chapter are several pages of related information with text and photographs
placed on top of a marbled background with shadows that can make the text difficult to read in some places. A list of
several websites and Y ouTube videosisincluded, and the index differentiates between text and photographic
references. Bishop's captivating photographs, paired with Montgomery's narrative, not only call attention to alesser-
known endangered species, but also expose readers to the working conditions, obstacles, and emotions experienced by
passionate scientists in the field.Meaghan Darling, Plainsboro Public Library, NJ(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals
LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.From Booklist* Starred * Wherein
the world are Montgomery and Bishop? The latest project of the award-winning dynamic duo takes the reader to
Brazils Pantanal, the worlds largest wetlands, where field scientist Patricia Medici leads a talented team in search of
the unsung tapir. Montgomerys typically polished narrative and Bishops illuminating photography showcases the
research groups camaraderie, as well as their dedication to protecting tapirs by tagging and studying them in their
natural habitats. Both the images and text highlight how the tight-knit team operates as a think tank when obstacles
arise, such asthe failure of atranquilizing dart to adequately penetrate, and solutions must be found. Montgomerys
inclusion of the story of Benjamin, a British schoolboy who led a donation campaign, and Medicis responsenaming a
tapir in his honorserves to personalize the project and model what other young enthusiasts can do to help. This
contribution to the Scientistsin the Field series seamlessly blends el oguent text and vivid images to spotlight the
gentle tapir and those field scientists whose lives are committed to conserve animal species for the sake of our
environment and our humanity. Grades 5-8. --Gail Bush "Profiles of scientists and ranchers, discussions of other
animals of the Pantanal, Bishop's typically electric photography, and afew tense moments in the wild combine to
create afull, fascinating picture of tapirs and one place they call home, as well as the work being done to protect
them." Publishers Weekly, starred review" Chapters about the team's day-by-day experiences, written in alively, first-
person voice, include memorable detall. . . A splendid addition to an exemplary series."Kirkus, starred review"This
contribution to the Scientists in the Field series seamlessly blends elogquent text and vivid images to spotlight the
gentle tapir and those field scientists whose lives are committed to conserve animal species for the sake of our
environment and our humanity."Booklist, starred review"Bishop's captivating photographs, paired with Montgomery's
narrative, not only call attention to alesser-known endangered species, but also expose readers to the working
conditions, obstacles, and emotions experienced by passionate scientists in the field." School Library Journal, starred
review"[ The book] offers a clear-eyed picture of the challenges and the joys of pioneering fieldwork."Bulletin of the
Center for Children's Books'Montgomery's dramatic account of tracking the elusive animalsis interspersed with
scientific information about the various tapir species, samples of Medici's data on tapir movements, explanations of the
technologies used in the research, and discussions of Brazilian ranching culture." The Horn Book Magazine



