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Habeeb Risk Allah : The Thistle and the Cedar of Lebanon  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Thistle and the Cedar of Lebanon: 

First published in 1853 and reprinted here from the second edition of 1854. A 19th-century Syrian Christian raised in 
Lebanon, Habeeb Risk Allah Effendi was a traveller, emigre and doctor whose charming, anecdotal traveller's tales 
cover his troubled native land and on to Egypt, Malta, France and England. The author's position as outsider lend his 
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observations of his own and other cultures a unique perspective.


