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8 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Best travel book I've read to date!By FuzzycopI'm amazed at all of 
the tips and tricks that Peter Greenberg puts into this book. It is literally the book that the travel agents, airlines and car 
rental companies DON'T want you to see!!! It runs the gamut from how to decode those "stinkin' airline codes", to 
getting the best airline deals, and what NOT to do, like the rest of the sheep on your flight! This book keeps your 
sheep out of the reach of the airline wolves! Read it, buy it, do whatever you can to find the information contained in 
this book. It's the most useful tool since the food processor!!! Literally everyone will go away with AT LEAST ONE 
more tool they can use to LEGITIMATELY beat the airlines at their own games! Peter, if I ever meet you flying 
anywhere, drinks at the Admiral's club are on me! Woohoo! d:)13 of 14 people found the following review helpful. $ 
for common sense plus a few tidbits of good informationBy FrancesMI thought I'd get more out of this book than I 
actually did. Some of the suggestions seem like common sense to me--watch the airline arrival times to see if your 
departing plane is coming in on time for example. Greenberg also sounds a little too snide and know-it-all for my taste. 
This may be just a personal taste 'thing'.There is some good detail (good 'hidden' seats for example) but it seems to me 
that a lot of this information is already available or is easy to figure out on one's own. Try reading 'Frommer's Budget 
Travel Mag' regularly, for example.3 of 8 people found the following review helpful. awesome book!!By JuliaThis 
was a realy cool, informative book for those who travel a lot. Ever been to a hotel and the water pressure in your 
shower is non-existent? This book teaches you how to get the room with "fire-hose-pressure" in the shower, and much 
much more! Lots of great, useful tips to make your traveling better, whether you are going by plane, cruise ship or by 
car! Check it out!

Renowned travel authority and NBC Today show travel editor Peter Greenberg shares his insider secrets. Americans 
now travel more than ever before. Yet as our traveling has increased, the service we receive from airlines, hotels, and 
other agencies has deteriorated dramatically. Industry surveys reveal what you already feel: growing dissatisfaction 
among travelers of every age, income, and education level. We've been abused by the travel experience. Peter 
Greenberg is here to help. The Travel Detective tells you the things most travel agents can't or sometimes just won't 
tell you. In his characteristic friendly and conversational tone, Greenberg tells how to find the secret walk-up fares that 
can save air travelers hundreds, if not thousands of dollars on last minutes flights; which coach seats on which planes 
are better than first class; the secret rule to know to avoid being bumped from a flight, which cruise ship brochures lie; 
which credit card companies are fastest and slowest to come to your aid in a foreign land, or worse, in the U.S.,; which 
hotels have the best and the worst fire and crime safety records, and how you can protect yourself; how to negotiate 
the best hotel room deal; which hotels have the worst water pressure in their showers (and better yet, how you can get 
great water pressure, even at those hotels); and much, much more. Accessible and entertaining, The Travel Detective 
gives you the information and tools you need to make every trip an affordable pleasure.

.com The good news, according to travel writer Peter Greenberg, is that Americans are traveling more than ever 
before. The bad news is that we hate the process--the delayed flights, lost suitcases, overhyped cruises, and overpriced 
hotel rooms. We are a nation of unhappy but addicted travelers, doomed by our own inadequate travel planning and 
geographical ignorance. Never fear, though, the original savvy traveler has written the guide to end all guides on how 
to get to your destination and have a good time, too, by beating the airlines, hotels, cruise lines, and rental car agencies 
at their own games, playing by their own rules. Greenberg is hands down the right man for the job. Here is a guy who, 
just for laughs, checked in a double porcelain sink as a carry-on, crisscrossed the country on six different airlines over 
two days to see if the flights would be on time, and tested credit-card company claims of offering global assistance in 
an emergency by getting stuck in a ghost town in Death Valley. Not only that, he's traveled to 120 of the world's 187 
countries. A tourist, says Greenberg, is a victim waiting to happen. The travel world is full of ridiculous and draconian 
rules, but there are no shortages of ways to finesse them. You just have to know what to avoid and how to ask the right 
questions. Greenberg explains how to get the cheapest fares, beat the Saturday-night-stay requirement, and the 
importance of Rule 240. He tells you the truth about frequent-flyer programs, where the secret flights and even secret 
seats are, and how to avoid being a PAWOB (passenger without bags). He's got tips for traveling with kids and pets, 
and the truth about the safety of infants flying on laps (as well as that infamous first-class flying pig). Once you've 
made it to your destination, he'll fill you in on the best time to call to get the lowest hotel rates, the right question to 
ask to get a room with good water pressure, and how to avoid hotel and rental-car rip-offs. He's even got advice for 
finding a cruise that lives up to its seductive description. This is one useful, fun, and readable guide. --Lesley 
ReedFrom Library JournalIn this entertaining book, Today show travel editor Greenberg reveals many insider secrets 
on how to get the lowest fare, make plane reservations, get the best airplane seat, negotiate the best hotel room deals, 
and much more. Greenberg, who is also the chief correspondent for the Discovery Network's Travel Channel and 
editor at large for National Geographic Traveler, devotes about three-fourths of the book to air travel, delighting in 
offering well-deserved criticism of the airlines. His air travel tips are useful and deserving of all serious travelers' 
attention, especially those traveling on a budget. Though the book omits three areas of travel that form an increasing 
part of America's traveling experience organized tours, travel by car, and train travel it is packed with valuable 



information and features an authoritative, and quite funny, voice. Recommended for all libraries. George M. Jenks, 
Bucknell Univ., Lewisburg, PA Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.From the Inside FlapRenowned travel 
authority and NBC Today show travel editor Peter Greenberg shares his insider secrets. Americans now travel more 
than ever before. Yet as our traveling has increased, the service we receive from airlines, hotels, and other agencies has 
deteriorated dramatically. Industry surveys reveal what you already feel: growing dissatisfaction among travelers of 
every age, income, and education level. We've been abused by the travel experience. Peter Greenberg is here to help. 
The Travel Detective tells you the things most travel agents can't or sometimes just won't tell you. In his characteristic 
friendly and conversational tone, Greenberg tells how to find the secret walk-up fares that can save air travelers 
hundreds, if not thousands of dollars on last minutes flights; which coach seats on which planes are better than first 
class; the secret rule to know to avoid being bumped from a flight, which cruise ship brochures lie; which credit card 
companies are fastest and slowest to come to your aid in a foreign land, or worse, in the U.S.,; which hotels have the 
best and the worst fire and crime safety records, and how you can protect yourself; how to negotiate the best hotel 
room deal; which hotels have the worst water pressure in their showers (and better yet, how you can get great water 
pressure, even at those hotels); and much, much more. Accessible and entertaining, The Travel Detective gives you the 
information and tools you need to make every trip an affordable pleasure. 


