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top of a mountain a lunar eclipse, which had already began at the rising of the moon, nine minutes after the setting of 
the sun; I took five contacts or emersions by satisfactory observations, for the earth's shadow was perfectly 
determined; the atmosphere was transparent and serene, and I had the time of my watch well adjusted. The latitude 
was 29 25' N. We resumed our journey at nine o'clock in the evening, directing our course to the N. N. W. between 
small mountains, and halted to take repose for the night, which was very cold. Friday, 22d May. At five o'clock in the 
morning, re-commencing our journey to the N. N. W. we descended some little hills, from whence entering in a large 
plain, we halted at ten o'clock. The plain which is as barren as the hills across which we had travelled, is known by the 
name of El Ssaddor; and I think that the Christians call it the desert of the Wandering, or the desert of Pharan. We 
continued our route over the plain from half past twelve at noon, until nearly six in the evening. We rested three hours, 
and again marched until mid-night, when we halted in the bottom of a ravine.. Saturday, 23d May, Upon our awaking 
in the morning we found ourselves completely wet by a heavy dew. We set out at five o'clock for Suez, which we 
already saw in the horizon, and at seven arrived at Aaion Moussa, or the Springs of Moses, where we halted nearly 
two hours. These springs are nothing but two hollow spots upon an elevation, containing greenish and fetid water, 
which unpleasant qualities it derives, no doubt, from men and animals bathing in it. The French, during their campaign 
in Egypt, pushed their incursions to this place. I think that the men of science who formed a part of that expedition, 
must have given an acc...


