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Kit Pancoast Nagamura, Kyoko Tsuchiya : The Ultimate Japanese Phrasebook: 1800 Sentences for Everyday 
Use  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Ultimate 
Japanese Phrasebook: 1800 Sentences for Everyday Use: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Beside on problem, it is a good book for those who can read 
Hiragana.By NorikoI am a Japanese mother who has America born half Japanese children. I went to library and 
borrowed a lot of Japanese study related books and CD. And this one was good comparing other book if you have a 
basic Japanese knowledge and able to read Hiragana. Surprizingly many of other Japanese study book had not 
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Furigana on the top of Kanji, and this book has Furigana on the top of Kanji. So, while you are able to study Kanji, 
you have no trouble to pronounce it. However, some body else mentioned, this book has section which calls "Private 
Zone", it is not definitely appropriate for my kids who is using this book ( she is 13). I removed that section and copy 
MP player CD eliminating that section to her smartphone. Anyway, it is very generous that they have this CD attached 
to this book, they have common phrases. The publisher, Kodansha. is the one of biggest publisher in Japan. They are 
not specialized in learning Japanese book, but fiction, non-fiction and magazine. This is done by very reputable 
Japanese publisher. They most likely spend good amount of money on writing this book.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Major study resourceBy James L. MinorExcellent phrasebook. The mp3 CD is not just a 
nice addition; it is the essence of the book. I can't imagine one trying to speak Japanese without it. Yes, there is a 
section on sex called "the private zone" and therefore the book may not be suitable for children, but it is only a small 
portion and should not be used to condemn the entire book. I am learning Japanese and the book is a major resource in 
my study.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. wide-ranging and very inclusive.By CustomerI'm using 
this book as an aid in some mutual-tutoring sessions with a Japanese girl who is trying to get into a local university. 
She tutors me in Japanese, I tutor her in English. For me, the book has been particularly useful as a source of everyday 
language which--as any student of the language knows--is confoundingly different from the acceptably formal/polite 
level taught in textbooks. I pick a particularly confusing phrase, my study partner then dissects the phrase and explains 
what all those "na"s and "no"s and "de"s really are. Oddly enough, it has also been helpful to her, as I read off a phrase 
and she tries to render it into decent English. Obviously our needs are very specialized, but there are some highly 
useful phrases in here, for the traveller and for the expatriate trying to set up household in Japan.

The Ultimate Japanese Phrasebook is an ambitious new phrasebook for students who want to improve their speaking 
and listening skills. The book features 1,800 expressions for daily use, in English and Japanese, with the Japanese 
presented in both native script and roman letters. Topics include basic greetings, self-introductions, talking about the 
weather, getting around, ordering at a restaurant, visiting a Japanese friends home, special events (birthdays, funerals, 
weddings, babys birth), and much, much more.What sets this book apart from others is its focus on sentence-level 
utterances. Many phrasebooks present loads of useful vocabulary, but provide little or no guidance on how to use those 
words in actual sentences. The Ultimate Japanese Phrasebook shows readers how Japanese sentences work. All the 
sentences are of the sort learners are likely to use in Japan, whether as students or professionals.Throughout the book, 
key vocabulary is listed along the bottom of each page, allowing learners to build on what they already know. And 
there are notes and special columns on usage and communication strategies.Best of all, the book comes with a free 
MP3 audio CD containing all the sentences read aloud, with feeling, in both English and Japanese, so that readers can 
casually listen on their iPods or in their cars.

From the Back Cover* 1800 everyday sentences, rendered seamlessly in colloquial Japanese * Free MP3 audio CD 
with recordings of all the sentences in both English and Japanese * Phrases for all situations, public and private * 
Insightful columns on Japanese language and culture * Illustrations on almost every page * Compact enough to carry 
in your suitcase or bag * Ideal for language learners at all levelsAbout the AuthorKIT PANCOAST NAGAMURA, a 
Tokyo resident since 1991, has a Ph.D. in literature and has won various teaching and writing awards. She works as a 
freelance writer and editor, and as an acquisitions editor at Kodansha Ltd. She has authored or coauthored three 
English-language phrase books for Japanese learners of English. She regularly writes for the Japan Times and other 
media outlets.KYOKO TSUCHIYA was born in Nagoya, Japan, and graduated from the Tokyo University Faculty of 
Liberal Arts, where she majored in American studies. She is a professional translator. Among the works she has 
rendered into Japanese are Emotional Intelligence (Daniel Goleman), Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood 
(Rebecca Wells), and The Yearling (Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings). 


