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J. Lee Thompson : Theodore Roosevelt Abroad: Nature, Empire, and the Journey of an American President 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Theodore Roosevelt 
Abroad: Nature, Empire, and the Journey of an American President: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Insightful but unfulfillingBy ROBERT T MCCARTHYInsightful 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1137306394


but somehow unfulfilling. Surprisingly leaves out the experience that was near lethal. In general it is uneven: 
continuous referencing to his successor Taft with insufficient context. A truncated ending; it would have been 
interesting to know more of his remarkable son, Kermit. The relations TR had with the German Kaiser are indeed 
fascinating. I gained a huge appreciation for TR. Thank you Mr. Thompson.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Thorough account of TR's time in Africa and EuropeBy Robert TuckerThroughout Theodore Roosevelt's well-
chronicled life, we see a man on a quest to make a difference in the world. Each set of circumstances and events 
whether political, physical, or personal, seems to point to a future, setting in motion another set of events. Such is the 
case with the time immediately following TR's Presidency.Embarking on an extended safari in Africa with the aim of 
collecting specimens for the Natural History Museum, TR spends several months shooting large game and small game. 
Always an adventurer, he was able to combine his love of hunting with his desire to categorize and display African 
animals in the United States. Supported partly by Andrew Carnegie and desire for World Peace, TR dedicates himself 
to learning more about African animals as well as the general culture of Africa. Following the safari, TR travels 
throughout Europe, speaking on various topics, and working to establish World Peace and empirical order.This 
marvelous volume uses a mixture of quotes and events to demonstrate how the complexities of American politics 
worked to catapult TR back into the political machinations of the time. Following his 18 months in Africa and Europe, 
TR returned to the United States, ran for President again, and in essence placed Woodrow Wilson in the Oval Office. 
Encouraged by friends, but against his own instincts, to discredit Taft, TR felt compelled to run against Taft in favor of 
his own views on the world and on conservation.Yet this book is not about the subsequent election, but simply 
examines TR's journey prior to the election. Although rather brief, the book is comprehensive, well-written, and 
energetic. We join TR in the hunts and we share in his speeches about the nature of governments and the people. Aside 
from some quick detail that was difficult to understand chronologically (perhaps a time line supplement in the book 
would be helpful), the book fills in the missing gaps of the journey demonstrating TR's remarkable energy and 
fortitude. Highly recommended for historians and naturalists.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must 
read for TR fans, supporters, and so on!By Carol AtmarWritten by a colleague of mine--thorough and well written!!

In a life full of momentous episodes, Theodore Roosevelt's fifteen-month post-presidential odyssey to Africa and 
Europe has never been given its due place. A tale of daring adventure, international celebrity, a friendship lost, and a 
political legacy transformed, Theodore Roosevelt Abroad is the first full account of this important time in history.

"This excellent book touches the audience who enjoyed David McCullough s biography of T.R., and is in that league. 
The writing is self-assured, evocative, and fair-handed; the character sketches (crucial in such books) are delightful 
and the Roosevelt family lore is fascinating. Thompson s writing is accessible, and the choice of quotations makes the 
characters live in the reader s mind." - R. J. Q. Adams, Distinguished Professor and Patricia and Bookman Peters 
Professor of History, Texas AM University "I warmly recommend this book to anyone interested in Theodore 
Roosevelt and his time. It is well-researched and well-written, as well as very timely." - Hans-Dieter Sues, Ph.D., 
Associate Director for Research and Collections, Smithsonian Institution, National Museum of Natural History "I 
learned a good bit reading it, especially the fact that Teddy could not be a viable candidate in these media-driven days. 
He said too much, too frankly, with no little amount of balderdash thrown into the mix. Still, he was a real American 
of the old- school, teaching corrupt and jejune old-worlders a thing or two whenever he had the chance." - Thomas 
Kennedy, Professor of History Emeritus, University of ArkansasAbout the AuthorJ. LEE THOMPSONis a Fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society and Professor of History at Lamar University, USA. 


